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Town Seals

The Milford Town Seal depicts a
man riding horseback over a ford in
a stream near a mill, from which
topographical feature Milford ac-
quired its name. The seal, designed
by Miss Evelyn Wires, was adopted
on July 9, 1892. In 1976 a special
seal was designed for the nation’s
bicentennial. It displays the Town
Hall tower with a boot on one side
and granite tools on the other. An
outside ring contains the words

“1776-1976 Bi-Centennial.”



Preface

The History of Milford was written by the members of the Milford
Historical Commission and printed by Charlescraft Press of Milford. Printing
of the book was made possible in the spring of 1979 when the town meeting
approved the article for $9,800 sponsored by the Historical Commission. This
money was used to pay for the editor, photographer, typist, and printer. The
generosity of the town will always be remembered.

The researching of material for this book has occupied members of the
Commission for nearly three years. Such investigation proved to be more
laborious than had been expected. The commission exhausted all possible
sources of evidence, such as the writings of Adin Ballou and Ernest Bragg,
local newspapers, and interviews. The commission is especially grateful to all
those who contributed to the development of a composite picture of Milford.
This history, while no means complete, includes as much information as the
committee was able to collect and coordinate. Any errors or omissions are en-
tirely unintentional.

Upon the completion of all research, the commission established a commit-
tee of four to write the book. This committee was made up of the following
commissioners: Mr. Robert Matthew Andreola, chairman; Mrs. Roy
Franklin Lovell, secretary; Mr. Robert Anthony Samiagio, treasurer; and
Mr. Robert Austin Philbin.

Special thanks are extended to Miss P. Marie Colavita who served as the
editor. The commission also expresses its appreciation to Gordon Hopper
and Stanley Jones, who researched early transportation and sport articles
respectively. The committee was also assisted by the relentless efforts of typist
Miss Marguerite F. Hayes.

In an effort to preserve the History of Milford for future generations, the
commission hopes this history will be warmly received by the residents of
Milford.

Robert Matthew Andreola
Chairman






Early History
1667-1828

Little did the Puritan Colonists of
Braintree and Weymouth realize as
they settled Mendon in 1667 that
113 years later there would be six
separate entities existing in the area
of their sparse settlement. One of
these townships was to become
Milford. The endeavor to establish a
colony was a long and arduous one,
yet in time, it was to provide
countless benefits to many thou-
sands of future inhabitants.

As the first settlers were traveling
on route to Mendon with Indians
for guides, they passed the Great
Meadow, which is now the area
between Routes 16 and 109. Prior to
1600, this spot was a large beaver
pond that had drained. This change
left fertile soil to produce choice hay
that could be harvested three or four
cuttings each season for the cattle.
Adjacent to the Great Meadow were
the majestic cedars surrounding
Milford Pond. Early accounts state
that our forefathers, on viewing
these tall, majestic cedars, set them
aside in common land (the entire
eight square miles of the original
grant was considered common land)
for future Milfordians. These trees
were compared to the cedars of
Lebanon: They could be cut only to
make cedar shanks or clapboards
for homes. These shanks could not
be sold at anytime; and if they were
not used within six months of fell-
ing, a fine had to be paid.

As the pioneers were moving
along the Sherborn Road (Main
Street), they learned many of the In-
dian names for the places they
passed. “Magomiscock”™ (Highland
Street), being the highest point in
Milford, had been given the name
meaning “‘ground affording a grand
view,” and “Moshcock’ (Bear Hill),

coming from an Indian tale, meant
“a haunt for bears.”

Other Indian names are ‘“‘Mas-
penock,” (North Pond), ‘‘a choice
fishing place,” and Nipmuck, “a
country abounding with streams
and ponds.” Quinshipaug Plan-
tation,” the original name given the
Mendon purchase, meant “pickerel
pond.” This area was purchased by
an Indian deed dated September,
1662.

The original Indian deed given to
Moses Payne and Peter Brackett
reads as follows:

5§ Bi<
Indian Deed.

To all Christian people to
whom these presents shall come,
Annawassamauke, alias, John, and
Quashaamit, alias, William of Blue
Hills, and Great John Namsconont,
alias, Peter, and Upanbohqueen,
alias, Jacob of Natick, Sendeth
Greeting, Know ye, that the said
Annawassamauke, Quashaamit,
Great John Namsconont, and
Upanbohqueen, for divers good and
valuable considerations them there
unto moving and especially for and
in consideration of the sum of
Twenty four Pounds Sterling to
them in hand paid by Moses Payne
and Peter Brackett both of
Braintree, the receipt whereof we do
acknowledge by these presents, and
thereof, and of every part and parcel
thereof, doth exonerate, acquit and
discharge them, the said Moses
Payne and Peter Brackéett, their heirs
and Assigns forever by these pre-
sents, Hath given, granted,
bargained, sold, enfeoffed and con-
firmed, unto Moses Payne and Peter
Brackett of Braintree aforesaid,

their heirs and assigns forever, A
Tract of Lands of Eight Miles
Square, lying about fifteen miles
from Medfield; and is bounded one
Mile to the East of a small River
which lieth about three Miles to the
Eastward of Nipmug Great Pond,
and so from the line of one mile on
the East of that small River, is to
run Eight Miles West, or westerly,
and is to lie three miles to the South
or Southward of the Path that leads
to Nipmug Great Pond, and five
Miles on the other side of that path,
north, or northwards, together with
all the trees and timber, woods and
underwoods, standing, lying, and
growing thereon, with all the
Meadows, Swamps, Rivers, Ponds
and Brooks, lying within the Eight
Miles square, with all the privileges
and appurtenances belonging, or
any ways appertaining thereunto.
To Have and To Hold the said Eight
Miles square as it is bounded,
together with all the Trees, and
Timber, with underwoods standing,
lying and growing thereon, with all
the Meadows, Swamps, Rivers and
Ponds, and Brooks lying within this
Eight Miles square, as it is bounded,
with all other privileges and ap-
purtenances belonging or any ways
appertaining thereunto, unto the
said Moses Payne and Peter
Brackett, their heirs and assigns
forever, and to their only proper use
and behoof of them the said Moses
Payne and Peter Brackett, their
Heirs and Assigns forever, to be
holden in free Socage, and not in
capite, nor by Knights Service.
And the said Annawassamauke,
alias, John, and Quashaamitt, alias,
William, Great John Namsconont,
alias Peter, and Upanabohqueen,
alias Jacob, doth promise and grant



by these presents, that they the said
Annawassamauke, Quashaamitt,
are the true and proper owners and
proprietors of the said bargained
premises at the time bargain and
sale thereof, and that the said
premises are free and clear and free-
ly and clearly acquitted, exonerated
and discharged of, for and from all,
and all manner of former bargains,
sales, gifts, grants, titles-mortgages,
actions, Suits, arrests, attachments,
Judgements, executions, extents or
incumbrances whatsoever, from the
beginning of the World, until the
time of the sale and bargain thereof.

And the said Annawassamauke,
Quashaamit, Great John Namsco-
nont and Upanabohqueen doth
covenant, promise and grant by
these presents, all and singular the
said bargained premises, with the
appurtenances, to warrant and de-
fend unto the said Moses Payne and
Peter Brackett, their heirs and as-
signs forever, against all Indians or
English people, by, for or under
them claiming any right, title or in-
terest of, or unto the same, or any
part thereof, forever by these pre-
sents.

And that it shall and may be law-
ful to, and for the said Moses Payne
and Peter Brackett to Record and
Enroll, or cause to be recorded and
enrolled, the title and tenor of these
presents, according to the true intent
and meaning thereof, and according
to the usual and manner of
Recording Deeds and Evidences, in
such cases made and provided.

In witness whereof, the said An-
nawassamauk, Quashaamit, Great
John Namsconont, and Upanaboh-
queen have set to, their hands and
Seals, this twenty two of April, One
thousand six hundred and sixty two.

The words ‘“‘by, from or under
them” in the sixth line, as also, that
the Indians specified in this deed,
together with their heirs forever,
have liberty to fish, fowl, and hunt,
so far as any law of this Jurisdiction
alloweth in other places, not-
withstanding any thing in this
Deed. This was before the Ensealing
hereof.

his

ANAWASSAMAUKE 3. (L.S))
mark

his

QUASHAAMIT X (L.S))

mark

his

NAMSCONONT S (L.S))

mark

(No hand.) (L.S)

Signed, Sealed and delivered, the
day and year above written, in the
presence of us.

John Elliott, Senior

John Elliott, Junior

Daniel Weld, Senior

Great John set to his hand and
seal and delivered the Deed to
Moses Payne and Peter Brackett,
this eighth day of September 1662.

As Witnesses,
William Allis,
Nathaniel Brackett.

The above is believed to be a true
copy of the original deed as it is
entered in the first volume of the
town records of Mendon by the
person who was especially ap-
pointed to enter the “‘public acts
from the beginning of the plan-
tation” and was transcribed as early
as 1667, at which .time the Quin-
shipaug Plantation received its
charter from the General Court of

Massachusetts Bay Colony. The
original was probably lost at the
destruction of the town during the
King Philip’s War in 1675. June 7,
1667, marked the beginning of a
township called Mendon. The deed
shows how the plantation at “Net-
mook,” first called Quinshipaug,
then Mendham, and finally Men-
don, originated; how the eight miles
square of its territory was acquired
from the Indian sachems; how the
General Court ordered the incipient
affairs of its settlement; and how
Mendon became incorporated on
May 15, 1667. Little is known from
1662 until the incorporation of the
plantation as a town in 1667.

The settlers of this place held the
farthest outpost of civilization in
this territory. They were surrounded
by Indians, who were daily jealous
of the encroachments of a race who,
since the landing at Plymouth, had
taken no step backward. These
pioneers were in the midst of a
wilderness situated fifteen miles
from the nearest town. Considering
this circumstance, one can readily
suppose that most of their time must
have been occupied in providing
themselves with suitable shelter, and
in planting and gathering the crops
upon which they mainly depended
for a supply of food.

The last act of the Committee for
“Nipmug” is recorded in the follow-
ing words:—

“We the Subscribers do nom-
inate and depute Colonel William
Crowne to Enter the public Acts
respecting Mendon from the beginn-
ing of the Plantation to this time,
and to finish his work with speed,
and make return to us under named,



The Committee Respecting the

Prudential affairs of Mendon.
Eliezer Lusher,
William Stoughton,
William Parke,

Dedham, 2:2 ’67”

Little is known about the settling
of Mendon from 1667 to the return
of the people in 1680 after the King
Philip’s War. The first allotment of
land seems to have been made to
Benjamin Albee in 1664 and con-
sisted of an acre for a mill-lot. Ac-
cording to the records, this occur-
rence was the first attempt by an in-
habitant of Mendon to move away
from the center to the easterly sec-
tion area before ‘the land was of-
ficially purchased by the town of
Mendon.

The first mill, built by Albee, was
located in present-day Hopedale on
the Mill River. It became clear that
waterways furnished power for mills
and provided good meadows for
farming. Therefore, individuals
seeking to establish grist mills, saw
mills or even productive farms, felt
compelled to migrate from the
center of Mendon to a river valley in
order to achieve their goals. Records
also reveal that in 1670 a twenty-
acre house lot was set off for John
Sprague, who built the first dwelling
house in the future Milford; how-
ever, this parcel of land was in
Hopedale, which remained a part of
Milford until 1886.

The pioneers experienced in-
numerable hardships and difficulties
in their efforts to found a com-
munity; nevertheless, by the 1670’s
they were well on their way to es-
tablishing a thriving settlement.
However, a terrible calamity, the

King Philip’s War in 1675, almost
swept everything out of existence.
King Philip enlisted nearly all the
Nipmuck Indians, as well as the
more powerful neighboring tribes,
into his warlike alliance. The speedy
result of this coalition was the actual
murder of six of these Mendon set-
tlers, and the flight of all their sur-
vivors to the seacoast towns. In
February, 1676, occurred the burn-
ing of every dwelling house. The
first meeting house and nearly all
the outbuildings shared the general
devastation. With comparatively
slight exceptions, the early inhabi-
tants lost the fruits of twelve years’
progress from their wilderness be-
ginning.

When the war ended in 1676 by
the overthrow of King Philip and a
sweeping destruction of his con-
federates, the Mendon fugitives
slowly returned albeit in a poverty-
stricken condition and with a deep-
seated dread of the savages that
lingered in reduced numbers about
the general neighborhood. Not
more than half of the original set-
tlers returned; but the heirs and as-
signs of the others, along with new
adventurers, soon joined the old
proprietors, so that the year 1680
witnessed a promising resumption
of lands and corporate privileges.

On February 19, 1691 or 1692,
Mendon acquired an additional
three square miles of land from the
Indians. This acquisition, which has
always been designated ‘“The North
Purchase,”” marked the beginning of
Milford. Next, this land had to be
divided among the proprietors

wishing to settle the new wilderness.
The prescribed rule set forth that the
proprietary settlers should have a
certain quantity of land set off to
them before they could have a
township. The man who then in-
vested 100 pounds in the Plantation
was entitled to 150 acres of land, a
town seat, or house lot of thirty
acres, ten acres of open natural
meadow, and five acres of swampy
lowland capable of being made
meadow, and enough more to make
up the 150 acre ““Great Lot.” The
first considerable batch of house lots
was assigned by lot so as to avoid all
contention for the more desirable
parcels of land. It would appear
from the records that, although the
proprietors were sometimes blended
in action with the townsmen in allot-
ting and voting common lands, yet
the former still continued to be a
distinct body with distinct franchises
and distinct books so long as there
remained any common lands to be
apportioned.

First and last, the early settlers
made eleven divisions of land. It is
understood that they called their
division of house lots their first.
Thenceforth, they voted successive
divisions relating to ‘‘Meadows”
and ‘““‘Great Lots.” These they
numbered second, third, fourth,
fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth,
tenth, and eleventh. Thus every
parcel of land laid out is specified on
early records as belonging to such or
such a man’s numerical division.

Readers cannot fail to understand
that all the present Milford territory
in its wilderness state was held
primarily by old Mendon pro-
prietors as their common land.



These regulations clearly indicated
the general way in which our lands
got into the possession of their first
individual owners.

One of the earliest settlers on
Milford land was Captain Seth
Chapin, who settled on the Mill
River, the area which later became
Hopedale. Elder John Jones was a
near neighbor of Captain Seth
Chapin on the north. Jones, who
had come to Mendon at an early
age, was taxed on the rate bills for
the year ending October 25, 1691.
However, the Elder John Jones was
not a permanent resident of Men-
don, and this fact caused some
problems. Early colonial com-
munities placed much emphasis on
residents sharing in community
tasks for their very survival. Ab-
sentee property owners were looked
upon with much disapprobation by
fellow residents. For a period of
thirteen years Jones was exempt
from taxes, but the reason for his ex-
emption remains unclear. This tax
exemption came to an end in 1703
when the townsmen wanted to en-
courage Jones’ permanent residency
in the community. He was evidently
an enterprising and executive man
as well as an eminently pious and
devoted church member. Tradition
says that in clearing up his first
acres, he daily came down from
Mendon Hill, where he had his
domicile, to the woods where, with
only a dog for companionship, he
plied his axe vigorously all day in
felling the lusty primitive trees that
studded the soil. Breakfast and sup-
per he took at home; he prudently
quit work in time to return home by
daylight so as to avoid the wolves
and other beasts of prey that then
made night time travel perilous.

When his clearing was sufficiently
advanced, Jones built himself a
strong lot barrack and began to stay
overnight on the premises. The spot
was close by the river where the
Draper factory stands today. The
construction was completed in the
spring of 1700. He soon built the
first framed dwelling house in these
parts at a site east of Neck Hill. He
located his family in *‘the Dale’ and
provided himself with a small stock
of cattle. His wealth rapidly in-
creased, especially in lands. The
proprietary records show that, year
after year, through his long life, he
was having parcels, here and there,
laid out to him. Most of these were
near his homestead, but some of

- them were miles distant in different

directions in areas near the *““Great
Meadow,” the ‘““North Cedar
Swamp,” “North Purchase,” and
even in “Bungay.” He lived to see
Milford a thriving Precinct. He died
in comparative affluence on March
28, 1753, in his eighty-third year; his
wife Sarah had passed away about
three years previous.

Not long after Elder John Jones
had settled near the Mill River, Ben-
jamin Hayward built his home on a
hill near Second Bridge River
(Charles River). This is one of the
oldest homes left standing in
Milford. Many older citizens may
recall it as Dr. Marcus Knights’
home on South Main Street. This
farm was passed on to Hayward’s
son Benjamin Hayward, Jr., and it
remained in the Hayward-Wood
family for 166 years.

In 1708, Mr. Hayward, in con-
sideration of a moderate annuity,

deeded his son a large farm situated
on ‘“both sides of Second Bridge
River” (Charles River). This lot in-
cluded a considerable northerly sec-
tion of the lands his father had taken
up out of common; it extended from
opposite the old Mansion House
down through Howardtown to the
border of the South Milford district.
The younger Hayward dwelt at what
for the last fifty years has been
known as the Nathan Wood place.
He was one of the original members
of the Congregational Church which
was established here in 1741,

The next settlers were Ebenezer
and Joseph Sumner. They were the
sons of George Sumner. These
brothers settled in the east end of
Magomiscock Hill, which includes
the present day area comprising
West Street, Route 140, and Main
Street. Whether the two Sumner
brothers immediately set up a log-
cabin on their premises is uncertain.
They did not get married until three
or four years after they settled in this
location, but it is presumed they
busily prepared their new home. It is
likely that their first domicile was set
up at the Dexter Walker place (site
of the Milford Hospital). In the
meantime, they had parcel after
parcel of land laid out, some adjoin-
ing their “Great Lot,” and others
farther down the cart-path towards
Holliston (the Sherborn Road).

William Cheney, the ancestor of
all the Milford Cheneys, was not
long behind the Sumners as a settler.



He was originally from Medfield.
Tax records show that he was in
Mendon-town as early as 1695, with
his wife Margaret. He settled on a
parcel of land between Captain Seth
Chapin and the Sumners on April
13, 1706.

From 1710 onward, there was a
steady increase in population in the
North Purchase section of the ter-
ritory. In 1722 Elder John Jones
deeded 110 acres to his son,
Nathaniel, who built the oldest
recorded home in the North
Purchase. This home remained in
the same family for over one
hundred years. From this home,
Captain Samuel Warren left with his
Company of the Mendon Militia for
Roxbury on April 16, 1775, at the
start of the Revolutionary War. The
building of a home by John Jones
Jr., in 1723 initiated the separation
of the Easterly Precinct from old
Mendon and the need of a meeting
house closer to the families. Since
colonial law required that the
colonists attend the public worship
of God as well as the town meetings,
it became an inconvenience to travel
the relatively great distance to the
Mendon meeting house. Between
1727 and 1731 at least fifteen un-
productive meetings were held on
the subject; unfortunately, these
meetings seemed only to polarize
opinions as each faction refused to
compromise at all.

It was on February 16, 1730, that
the first petition “to set off as a par-

ticular town within 10 years, land on

the East side of Mill River” was
entered. It was voted down by the
Mendon town fathers. Angry dis-
gruntled residents of the Easterly
Precinct now styled themselves ‘‘the
Aggrieved Persons,” and an aliena-
tion from their church and pastor
began. They resolved to determine a
separate corporate existence.

To accomplish their aim, they
needed the approval of a majority of
the town. The difficulty of their task
and their degree of perseverance is
measured by the record. Petitions
for separateness were put before
town meetings in 1730, 1731, 1735,
1736, 1737, 1739, 1740, and 1741.
Mendon was stubborn in its re-
sistance to separation, but the Mill
River residents were equally firm in
their unrelenting pursuit of this
separation.

Thus, after so many years of op-
position, ‘‘the Aggrieved Persons”
boldly decided to form a church of
their own. They petitioned the
General Court to establish them as a
separate precinct; they cited the
great difficulty they were under “in
attending the Public Worship of
God at the Meeting House in said
Town by reason of the distance and
badness of the roads.”

In colonial times only an incor-
porated town or precinct could have
a church. The Mill River men were
taking a back door route to town-
ship to circumvent opposition. They
called an Ecclesiastical Council of
Churches to which Hopkinton, Hol-
liston, Uxbridge, and Upton were
invited; Mendon was excluded.
(Upton had broken from Mendon in

1735; Uxbridge, in 1727). Thus they
obtained the necessary ecclesiastical
approval and quietly withdrew sup-
port of the Mendon church. They
also took upon themselves the
burden of meeting the main stipula-
tion of the General Court for the in-
corporation of a precinct. They
would have to build their own
meeting house within two years.

On April 15, 1741, the easterly
section dissidents sent a petition to
the Town of Mendon for permission
to establish a separate township
or precinct. After considerable
deliberation, with Mendon’s ap-
proval, these future Milfordians,
John Jones, Josiah Adams, William
Cheney, Nathan Tyler, Benjamin
Green, Jonathan Hayward, John
Chapin, William Sheffield, Na-
thaniel Nelson, William Cheney, Jr.,
John Binney, Jonathan Whitney,
Abraham Jones, Moses Tenney,
John French, Thomas Beard,
Samuel Warren, Habijah French,
William Hayward, Ephraim
Daniels, Ebenezer Albee, Joseph
Jones, Samuel Hayward, Benjamin
Rockwood, Jonathan Thayer, and
Benjamin Hayward, Jr., petitioned
the General Court.

“To his Excellency William
Shirley, Esq., Capt. General and
Governor in Chief in and over his
Majesty’s Province of the Mas-
sachusetts Bay, & c.; and to the
Honble. the Council and the House
of Representatives of said Province
in General Court assembled this
25th d. November, 1741.”

The petition of sundry Inhabi-
tants of the Town of Mendon in said
Province hereunto subscribing
Humbly sheweth: That the said
Town of Mendon, in answer to a
petition of sundry Inhabitants on



the Easterly side of Mill River in
said Town, did, at their meeting on
Sept. the 22, 1741, Vote their con-
sent That the lands in said Township
lying on the Easterly side of Mill
River to the Country Road by Shef-
field’s Mill, then bounding on said
Road to Bellingham and Bounding
on Bellingham, Holliston and
Hopkinton, with all the Lands and
Inhabitants who dwell on those
lands within said lines, be a district
and separate Township; — That the
lands set off by the Town as
aforesaid, with the polls and estates,
rateable to the support of the
Ministry, and being within said
Boundaries, are not (your
petitioners conceive) more than
about one-third part of said Town,
considered in respect to polls and es-
tates; — That there are five families
on the Westerly side of Mill River
who choose to congregate with your
petitioners and to be laid to them,
whose lands also, at least some of
them, will be much incommoded by
remaining to the old Town; which
families, if added to your
petitioners, will, as your petitioners
hope, render their charge of main-
taining the gospel possible.

Your petitioners are nevertheless
humbly of opinion that it would be
more conducive to the peace and
welfare of the whole, that your
petitioners and others within the
Bounds aforesaid, with the addition
of those few families, be created a
precinct, rather than a separate
Township, and that the Ministry of
both the Churches and Congrega-
tions in said Town may be sup-
ported by a Joint Stock, and every
one attend the public ministry that is
most convenient and agreeable.

Your petitioners humbly pray
your Excellency and the Honble.
Court, that the Inhabitants of
Mendon, dwelling on the Easterly
side of Mill River and adjoining as
aforesaid to Bellingham, Holliston
and Hopkinton, with their lands in
said Township, Together with other
lands on the Westerly side of said
River up to a Road called the Eight
Rod Road, and including Nathan
Tyler’s house and lands up to Upton
line, may be created a separate
Town, or a separate precinct, or that
the public Ministry of both the
Churches and Congregations in the
Town of Mendon be supported by a
Tax or Assessment upon the whole
Town, as your Excellency and
Honors shall judge most meet and
convenient. And your petitioners
shall ever pray, i.e.

Samuel Scammell.
Joseph Jones.
Ephraim Daniels.
Moses Tenney.
Joshua Underwood.
Habijah French.

‘James Godman.

Moses Gage.
William Legg.
Ichabod Thayer.
Dearing Jones.
James Sumner.
Josiah Chapin.
Eliphalet Wood.
Benjamin Hayward.

John Jones.
William Cheney.
Nathaniel Jones.
John Binney.

Amos Binney.
Nathaniel Nelson.
Thomas Chaddock.
Abraham Jones.
John Chapin.
Wiiliam Cheney, jun.
Nehemiah Nelson.
Benjamin Hayward, jun.
Samuel Hayward.
Joseph Sumner.
Ebenezer Boynton.

And we whose names are
hereunder written (being the owners
of the lands of the five families
above-named) humbly pray that we
with our lands may be annexed to
the new Town or precinct, unless the
Ministry be jointly supported.

Nathan Tyler.
John Thwing.
Thomas White.

Immediately following the deci-
sion of the General Court to allow
the easterly section of Mendon
precinct status as the ‘‘Easterly
Precinct of Mendon,”” a meeting was
held on January 18, 1742, to build a
meeting house. Precinct offices ex-
amined possible sites for a meeting
house until April 13, 1742, at which
time the offices rendered the follow-
ing decision:

“We are of opinion that the
knowl or rising ground at the
country road leading from Holliston
to Mendon, where the cross-roads
meet which comes from Habijah
French’s, and on the southwesterly
corner of Joseph Sumner’s lot in
said Mendon Easterly Precinct, is
the best place for a Meeting House
to stand on, and will accommodate
the inhabitants of said precinct with
the families in the standing part of
Mendon.”



This place must have been in the
vicinity of the present Congre-
gational Church, perhaps a few rods
southerly towards Water Street.
Several meetings and fast days were
observed at the home of Elder John
Jones to decide on a pastor and a
location for the church. On July 26,
1742, a vote was taken as follows:
That the meeting-house *‘shall be
built on a spot of ground northerly
of Mr. Robinson’s barn, where the
Inhabitants this day set up a stake;
provided those that subscribed to
build a Frame shall prepare and
have it ready to be raised by the 26th
day of November; and provided that
Mr. Robinson will give the Precinct
half an acre of land for that pur-
pose.” The following is a verbatim
copy of Robinson’s deed, so far as
concerns its description of the
premises, as attested by the Register
of Worcester Deeds: —

“A certain tract or piece of land
“scituate” and lying and being in
Mendon Easterly Precinct where the
Meeting House for the public
worship of God now stands,
“buted” & bounded as followeth:
Beginning at a heap of stones at the
road that leads from Ichabod
Robinson’s to Sherbourn, being the
Southeasterly corner; then bounded
Northerly upon the road that leads
from Sherbourn road to Ebenezer
Boynton — ‘‘nineteen rod” and
three quarters of a rod to a heap of
stones, being the Northeasterly cor-
ner; then bounded Westerly upon
Ichabod Robinson lands eight rod
and a half to a heap of stones, be-
ing two rod & four feet from the
Southwesterly corner of the meeting
house where it now stands; then
bounded Southwesterly upon

Ichabod Robinson land fourteen
“rod” to a heap of stones by the said
road that leads to Sherbourn; being
the Southwesterly corner; then
bounded upon Sherbourn road six
“rod” & an-half to the first men-
tioned bounds, & said ‘‘peace” of
land being six ‘“rod” and — half
wide where the meeting house now
stands and it being fourteen rod
from Sd meeting house to the road
that leads to Sherbourn. The whole
of Sd ‘“‘peace” of land, containing
half an acre & twenty four “‘rod” be
it more or less.”

WORCESTER ss. The above is a
true copy of the description in the
record of a warranty deed from
Icabod Robinson to the inhabitants
of the Easterly Precinct in Mendon,
dated by acknowledgement Dec. 17,
1748, and recorded in the Registry
of Deeds, Book 27, p. 507.

Attest: Harvey B.,Wilder, Reg.

The meeting house was built, and
the Reverend Amariah Frost was
ordained on December 21, 1742,
only two days within the time
specified in the act of incorporation.
The newly formed precinct was
generally known as the ‘‘Easterly
Precinct” or the Second Precinct of
Mendon, and the church was
designated *““The Second Church of
Christ in Mendon.” After the incor-
poration of the precinct as a town in
1780, the church received a new
name, “The First Church in Mil-
ford.”

At this time, 1741, the Second
Precinct of Milford had twenty
homes with a population of 150 in-

habitants. Of these twenty homes,
six remain standing.

Within a few years the people of
the precinct realized they were not
happy with a mere separation. The
precinct was still subordinate to
Mendon in many respects other
than religion, namely, taxation,
franchise and education. In 1753 a
movement to organize as a town
began again. There was a second lull
of twelve years. In 1765 and 1766 a
petition for district corporation was
voted down. In 1767 a petition for
township received a negative vote by
a majority of seven votes. Finally at
a town meeting held on March 1,
1779, Mendon agreed to a separa-
tion. A conference committee, rep-
resenting the three Precincts then ex-
isting in the town of Mendon, of
which Jonathan Jones, Seth Nelson,
and Ichabod Thayer were members
on behalf of the Easterly or Second
Precinct, was appointed. On May 3,
1779, the committee agreed to the
following: boundaries separating the
Second or Easterly Precinct from
the other precincts still part of
Mendon, cost of land gained by the
Second Precinct, share of school
funds, share of Ministry funds,
share of Town’s stock of arms and
ammunition, equal proportion of
the poor maintained by the Town,
payment of all charges within the
town of Mendon prior to incorpora-
tion as a separate town, and drawing
of a proportionate share of extra
money after all bills of the Town of
Mendon are paid.

This committee report sanctioned
an Act of Incorporation by a vote
during the following year. Hereafter
and for all time, the Easterly
Precinct in the Town of Mendon in



the County of Worcester, was
formed into a separate town named
Milford. On April 11, 1780, this act
was adopted by the Great and
General Court of the Colony of
Massachusetts Bay.

Act of Incorporation

An Act for Incorporating the
Easterly Precinct in the Town of
Mendon, in the County of Wor-
cester, into a Separate Town by the
name of Milford.

Whereas it appears that the
Inhabitants of the Easterly Precinct
in the Town of Mendon, in the
County of Worcester, labor under
many Difficulties in their present
Situation, for Remedying of which
they Earnestly request they may be
incorporated into a Separate Town.

Be it therefore Enacted by the
Council and House of Represen-
tatives in General Court Assembled,
and by the Authority of the same
that the Easterly part of the Town
of Mendon, in the County of
Worcester, bounded as follows,
Vizt: beginning at a heap of Stones
on Bellingham Line, on the North of
the Country Road, then running
West, and bounded South on said
Road until it comes to a Road called
the eight-rod Road, now reduced to
a four-rod Road, then North, and
bounded westerly on said Road, as
it is now Stated by the Town of
Mendon, until it comes to Upton
Line, thence on Upton Line
to Hopkinton Line, thence on
Hopkinton Line to Holliston Line,
thence on Holliston Line to Bel-
lingham Line, thence on Bellingham

Line to the Bounds first mentioned.
Be and hereby is Incorporated into a
Town by the Name of Milford, and
that the Inhabitants thereof by and
they are hereby Invested with all the
Powers, Privileges & Immunities
which the Inhabitants of the Towns
in this State do or may by Law en-
joy.

And Provided Nevertheless, and
be it further Enacted that the
Inhabitants of the said Town of
Milford shall be held to take and
maintain their Proportionable part
of the Poor of said Town of Mendon
that are now maintained as such or
that shall be hereafter Returned
from any other Town as belonging
to said Mendon before the said
Town of Milford was Incorporated.

And Be it further enacted that the
Inhabitants of said Town of Milford
shall be held to pay their Propor-
tionable part of all Town, County
and State Taxes that are already
raised, or granted, to be assessed on
the Inhabitants of said Town of
Mendon, or that shall be granted to
be assessed on said Town of
Mendon during the present Sitting
of the Great and General Court and
be held to repair & Build one-half of
the Bridges and mend and repair
one-half the Roads on which they
are bounded lying in the Town of
Mendon forever.

And Be it further Enacted that all
the Proprietors belonging to the
Propriety of the Town of Mendon,
that shall be Incorporated into the
Town of Milford shall hold all their
Common Rights in the Common

and Undivided Lands in the
Propriety of the former Township of
said Mendon as though they had not
been set off into a Separate Town —
And their Proportionable part of the
Ministry and School Money belong-
ing to said Town of Mendon, that
have accrued to them by the Sale of
the School and Ministry Land.

And Be it further Enacted That
Joseph Dorr, Esqr., be and he is
hereby directed and empowered to
issue his Warrant directed to some
Principal Inhabitant of said Town of
Milford requiring him to warn the
Inhabitants of said Town of Milford
qualified by Law to Vote in Town
Affairs to Assemble and meet at
some Suitable time and Place in said
Town, to choose all such Officers as
Towns by Law are Required and im-
powered to choose in the month of
March Annually, and to Transact
all other matters & Business neces-
sary to be done in said Town.

IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES April 11,
1780. — This Bill having been read
three several times, pass’d to be
enacted.

JOHN HANCOCK, Speaker.

During the midst of struggles for
incorporation, there existed a period
of great anticipation for colonial
separation from Great Britain
because of her oppressive colonial
policy dating from 1763. Despite the
Revolutionary War, 1775-1783,
which aroused national attention for



the Thirteen Colonies, the petition
of incorporation as a separate town
was never considered part of the
national crisis. It remained a lesser
concern. Probably the profound ex-
citements and onward march of
events developed by the Revolu-
tionary struggle ripened public sen-
timent in all parts of Mendon for a
municipal change.

In accordance with the provisions
for the Act of Incorporation, Joseph
Dorr of Mendon issued his warrant,
dated April 25, 1780, for a meeting
of the Town of Milford, to be held
on- May 1, 1780. At the meeting
Joseph Dorr was chosen moderator;
Caleb Cheney, clerk; and Lieutenant
Jesse Whitney, Caleb Cheney, War-
field Hayward, Ebenezer Read and
Stephen Albee, selectmen. Caleb
Cheney was named treasurer.
Lieutenant Jesse Whitney, Caleb
Cheney, Warfield Hayward, Ebe-
nezer Read and Stephen Albee were
chosen to serve on a Committee of
Correspondence. Adams Chapin,
Ichabod Thayer, Jr.,, and Moses
Chapin were assessors. Joseph Cady
and Obadiah Ward were chosen
Constables. Jonathan Jones and
Josiah Chapin were appointed sur-
veyors of highways for the First
District, Levi Thayer and Samuel
Davis for the Second District, Boyce
Kimball for the Third District, and
Dr. Elias Parkman for the Fourth
District. Other position holders
were Captain Gershom Nelson and

Captain Samuel Warren; tithing
men; Captain Ichabod Thayer, Jr.,
Oliver Daniell and Joseph Jones, Jr.,
fenceviewers; Captain Gershom
Nelson, sealer of lumber; Jesse
Hayward, sealer of leather; Amos
Shepherdson, Nathaniel Saunders,
Caleb Boynton, Jr., and Ephrain
Hayward, hog-reeves; and Deacon
Abijah French, deer-reeve.

At the outset of the incorpora-
tion, Milford had a population of
approximately 750 inhabitants.
There were 110 families with 150
homes of which sixteen are still
standing. The town had 150 voters,
one small church, and no schools.
Having just gone through the
Revolutionary War with its mother
town, it was in a very poor financial
state with the exception of one or
two grist and saw mills. The inhabi-
tants occupied comparatively lowly
dwellings, situated here and there on
more than fifty legally laid town
roads, ways, and bridle paths. Most
of these were crooked and cheaply
constructed lines of communication.
At this time, the main thoroughfare
through the center was known as
“the Sherborn Road.” It led from
Mendon Town to Holliston, orig-
inally a part of Sherborn, and was a
rustic bridle and cart path long
before being sanctioned as a regular
public highway. Until 1800 there
were not twenty-five residences on
this Sherborn road, yet it has always
been the most populous road within
the nearly nineteen square miles of
territory. ’

Before the Revolution and for
years afterwards, the inhabitants
subsisted mainly on the products of
their diligent husbandry. There were
only a few mechanical craftsmen
pursuing their respective vocations;
they included blacksmiths, car-
penters, tanners, shoemakers,
tailors, and clothiers. The items they
produced were so primitive and
crude that smart wags of neighbor-
ing localities contemptuously nick-
named the Easterly Precinct
“Broomshire,” the implication be-
ing that it prospered by the manu-
facture and sale of splint brooms
wrought Indian fashion from ash
and birch saplings. But when these
detractors saw Captain Samuel
Warren raise thirty resolute
minutemen and march them well
drilled to Roxbury to serve through
the war and when they saw Dr. Wil-
liam Jennison, a chosen delegate to
the famous Provincial Congress, so
fired with patriotism as to give the
town of Mendon a brass field-piece,
even ‘“‘Broomshire” commanded
their respect. It is clear that Milford
never lacked martial patriotism or
physical enterprise. So its nickname
soon fell into oblivion.

The next event most worthy of
note in the history of this society
and church was the erection of a
new meeting house in 1819. It was
time to replace the old sanctuary
with a new and more commodious
one. A question arose concerning
ownership of the structure: whether
it rightfully belonged to the Town or
to the Parish had to be determined.

Reverend David Long, leader of
the Congregational Church and the
worshippers thereof, in 1815, acting
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under the advice of Seth Hastings,
Esquire, of Mendon, organized
themselves into a separate parish,
and claimed all the rights of the old
precinct before the incorporation of
the town. In 1818, these members
had voted to build a new meeting-
house and to move away the old
one, which they claimed belonged to
them as successors of the Precinct.
The members of other denomi-
nations denied the claim; they
believed that the Town, not the new
Parish, was heir to the Precinct and,
therefore, inherited the meeting
house.

Everybody still voted in town
meeting on parochial affairs, but un-
der the bill of rights only stated
worshippers in the parish meeting
house could be taxed for Mr. Long’s
support. The Universalists and the
Methodists, who now comprised a
majority, formed an allied opposi-
tion, and they voted parochial ap-
propriations only on condition they
should be released from paying.

On old Election Day in 1819,
which was a holiday, a large and
curious crowd gathered to see Elihu
Perry put the old hallowed place of
worship on rollers and move it off.
Perry ignored all protests of partly a
jolly and partly a cross crowd, as
they belonged to one party or the
other. Esquire Claflin’s tavern was
near at hand; the staple of New
England flowed freely according to
the custom of the times, and before
nightfall many of the crowd of
witnesses became mellower in their
views and forgot which side they
were on. The Town Party im-
mediately appealed to the law.

12

The Parish went ahead in the
building of the new meeting house
on the site of the old one. The
members of the church set apart a
season for special united prayer “in
view of the unprovoked opposition
and devices raised by many out of
the Parish against building.” Mr.
Long saw ‘“‘Divine Providence
visible,”” as he records it, in the safe
removal of the old building without
accident. The Town party probably
did not share the same view. Each
morning, before the workmen drove
a nail, they had prayers at the frame;
and when they stopped work at
night, they joined in a prayer and a
hymn. After the building was
finished, the sale of pews was
opened with devotions, and the sum
realized paid for the house and put
$3,000 in the treasury.

Esquire Hunt and his selectmen,
the defenders of the Town’s rights,
now averring that these trespassers
had carried off the town house,
refused to accept as a favor a hall
finished off in the old meeting
house. They called a town meeting
in June, mustered their forces, and
carried a vote to build a new town
house on a spot of ground opposite
Darius Sumner’s house, which the
latter gave for a town house and
common. They appropriated $1,000
and appointed a building com-
mittee. Before the year 1819 closed,
the brick town house was finished.
Henceforth, the town house became
the headquarters of the Town party,
and the common and its neigh-
borhood became their camp. As no
headquarters could be complete
without a base of supplies near at
hand, a tavern was opened there
that year by Colonel Sumner.

The Town party was thus vic-
torious in town meeting; but when
the fall came around, it was found
that it was one thing to vote and as-
sess taxes and another for Clark El-
lis to collect them. The Parish party,
after holding a council of war,
refused to pay its taxes, a part of
which were intended for building the
town house. Ellis then placed an at-
tachment on the horses and chaises
of the Parish nullifiers; and the
Parish common, at the time of the
tax-sale, was filled with them. The
Parish men, as a band of brothers,
bid on each other’s property. In one
of the years of disputed taxes, Clark
Sumner arrested Colonel Godfrey
and Artemas Thayer for non-
payment of taxes and transported
them to Worcester jail. The pris-
oners drove themselves; the open
wagon broke down, but the
prisoners refused to escape. It was
too jolly a frolic to lose. They had
the key turned on them in jail; then,
after the protest, they paid the taxes
and costs, and prisoners and officer
came home together, the best of
friends. Then, of course, everybody
sued the tax assessors. David
Stearns, Henry Nelson, and James
Perry, for trespass; and another
batch of suits went into the law’s
mill to be slowly ground out.

Pearley Hunt and the Univer-
salists of the Town party vowed that
they would have a meeting house of
their own on their own grounds.
Pearley Hunt, Ebenezer Hunt, Arial
Bragg, Henry Nelson, Darius, Ellis,
and Clark Sumner, John Corbett,
Alexander Cheney, Caleb Cheney,
Zebediah Flagg, and Otis Parkhurst
associated themselves together as
proprietors to build the church with
Pearley Hunt taking one-quarter of



the stock. They were bound to out-
do the Parish, according to their no-
tions. This structure was a brick
one, a fraction larger than the Parish
structure, and it had a heavier bell.
It was finished in 1820 and dedi-
cated the next year with great pomp.

It was now the Parish’s turn to do
something to distinguish itself. So
the next year, 1822, William
Godfrey opened a line of stages
between Mendon, Milford, and
Boston, in connection with a line to
Hartford. The central office was Es-
quire Claflin’s tavern which became
the scene of great excitement at the
arrival and departure of the stage.
As the driver tooted his horn,
cracked his whip, and drove his
horses up to the door with a gallop,
the bar-room loungers and the small
outdoor committee looked at him as
a marvel. Mr. Godfrey was always
promptly on hand as proprietor
with a look of satisfaction on his
kind face. Esquire Hunt, not to be
long outdone, secured a post-office
here in 1823, was himself appointed
postmaster, and had the post-office
at his store.

In the October, 1823, the Supreme
Court in the suit of Milford vs.
Godfrey and others, the court
decided that the Parish owned the
meeting house, and it gave a new
trial in the suit of Thayer vs. Stearns
and the other assessors. There was
great rejoicing in the Parish. All
sorts of technical points were raised
in the suit against the assessors. In
the following year the court decided
in the favor of Thayer. As the asses-
sors had been illegally collecting
taxes for the town house and other
purposes, seizing horses and chaises,

and taking people to jail, they were
threatened with larger numbers of
lawsuits.

The assessors commenced repay-
ing these debts out of their own
pockets. Their salaries did not war-
rant any such luxury, so their friends
of the Town party flew to their
rescue and voted to reimburse the
assessors by an appropriation as-
sessed in 1825. However, before the
tax was collected, the Parish party
mustered in such force that they car-
ried in town meeting a motion to
“reverse, revoke; and repeal” the
vote to reimburse the assessors. The
collector, however, went ahead.
Some of the Parish refused to pay,
as before, and arrest and distraint
followed as before. Esquire Claflin
and Artemas Thayer were arrested
by the constable in the March, 1826,
town meeting as they were going to
vote. It was a close election. The two
dickered with the constable, pro-
posed to pay at Claflin’s store, and
slipped in their votes. All three went
to the store. Young William Thayer
was sent on the dead run up to the
old homestead for his grandfather’s
moneybag. Claflin turned out all his
silver, which was legal tender; a
hundred-dollar bank bill would not
do. The assessors kept the constable
deliberately occupied counting
fourpences and sixpences and
waiting for Thayer’s silver, until the
ballot box was turned in at town
meeting. For the first time in several
years, Esquire Claflin and his party
were elected to most town offices,
including the all-important select-
men posts, by one majority. The
constable, a member of the Town
party, had lost his vote, so Mr.
Carmel Cheney, the constable, was
soundly outwitted.

In the spring of 1828, the Parish
scored one more victory: William
Godfrey, John Claflin, Jr., Nathan
Wood, and their associates were in-
corporated as the Milford Academy,
Milford’s first place of higher learn-
ing. The edifice was located next to
the Congregational church.

In the fall of that year, the court
decided the suit of the assessors
against the town in favor of the as-
sessors; and Henry Nelson, the only
survivor, recovered his money. It
was some years, however, after out-
ward hostilities ceased and before
the effects of the strife passed away.
Documented accounts show clearly
the intense feeling and hostility that
prevailed. One party completely os-
tracised the other; and, as a rule,
there was complete non-communi-
cation, socially, religiously, and
politically.

Bitter sentiments existed between
the two parties. Two sons of Parish
leaders used to go about the streets
it is said, shouting “Heaven for the
Parish, Hell for the Brick!” which
was an anathema, not only on the
Universalist party, but on their
theology as well. More than ten
years after the Nelson case was
decided, it was the duty of a lower-
village boy to be a Universalist and
a Democrat, to believe in the brick
meeting house, Colonel Sumner’s
tavern and the lower common. It
was just as much a test of village
loyalty to regard the parish meeting
house with great pride, although it
was wooden had a lighter bell than
the Universalist Church.

This brief review of Milford’s ear-
ly history reflects the character, the
individualism, the industry, and the
foresight which led to the develop-
ment of the town of Milford.
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Religion

The First Congregational
Church of Milford

The history of the town of
Mendon proves that Church and
State decided all matters of common
import. Only Church members
could vote on Town affairs, but the
Town supported the Church and the
town meetings controlled the ap-
propriations. The plan worked
perfectly as long -as the Church
members were of one mind. When
they differed, there was apt to be
trouble, as the story of the Mendon
and Milford Churches proves.

The Mendon colonists were
sturdy, resolute men. Their struggles
against the Indians and the en-
croaching wilderness, along with all
the hardships attendant upon
building new homes in a strange
land, fostered self-reliance, delibera-
tion and a tenacious clinging to
their own opinion. As the years
passed and the settlement grew, the
younger men moved away from the
safe center into the wilder Mill River
Section to build their own homes
and live their own lives.

They had inherited many of their
fathers’ qualities, and in 1727, when
Mendon proposed to build a new
Church on the old site in the center,
Mill River residents protested with
one voice. They insisted that if they
were to be taxed for its support, the
new building must be nearer to their
homes. Both parties were too much
alike to yield without a struggle of
wills. The dispute lasted for four
years, and fifteen town meetings
debated the question before the vote
to build on the old site was carried
in 1731.

Thereupon the indignant and -

defeated ‘‘protestants” organized
themselves into the ‘‘aggrieved”
party and moved for a separation
from the mother town. As a first
step in carrying out this purpose,
they demanded a ‘‘separate ex-
istence” as a Church. Repeated
refusals failed to discourage them,
and in April of 1741 they succeeded
in calling a council of the neighbor-
ing Churches. A covenant was
drawn up granting them this separ-
ate existence. In the home of Elder
Jones in the “Dale” (Hopedale), this
famous covenant was signed by
twenty-six men who thus organized
themselves into a Church State. Two
Elders, a Deacon, and a Scribe were
chosen, and the Second Church of
Christ in Mendon was founded.

It is interesting to note that a little
more than a hundred years later in
the same West Parlor where this
covenant was signed, the Hopedale
Community was organized under
the leadership of the Reverend Adin
Ballou. In 1780 the Easterly Precinct
became the Town of Milford, and
the Second Church of Christ in
Mendon' became the First Congre-
gational Church of Milford.

Much toil, self-denial and sacri-
fice went into the building of this
first Precinct Church, the predeces-
sor of the present place of worship.
It stood on the Common (General
Draper Park) on land given by
Ichabod Robinson. Mr. Amariah
Frost was its “‘learned and orthodox
minister” for forty-nine years. The
church was completed in 1743, just
within the two years of grace. By
1748 it was suitably furnished for
Church services, and the Congrega-
tion ceased meeting in the members’
homes. It is pleasant to record here

that all bitterness and injured feeling
between Mendon and the Easterly
precinct had now disappeared and
that the Mother Church of Mendon
presented a pewter communion set
to the church. After Mr. Frost’s
death, the church was ten years
selecting a successor. There is a
tradition that forty candidates were
heard in 1801 before the lot fell
upon Mr. David Long.

Following the then usual pro-
cedure in such cases, the Church re-
quested the selectmen to concur
with it in calling Mr. Long to be its
pastor and in fixing his salary.

When the Precinct became the
Town in 1780, the Town inherited
the Precinct Church and was re-
sponsible for its support. However,
since 1780, Baptists, Methodists and
Universalists had settled in Milford
and formed their own societies.
Naturally they disliked paying taxes
for the support of other than their
own churches, and the dissatisfac-
tion came to a head when the matter
of Mr. David Long’s settlement
became an issue. In deference to
such pronounced and definite objec-
tion, the Town Meeting voted that
all other denominations should be
exempt from taxation either for the
cost of settlement or the salary of
Mr. Long.

It also voted that the Town would
“join with the Church in giving Mr.
Long a call to be their Pastor and
Public Teacher of Piety, Religion
and Morality.” For his “encour-
agement” to settle, Mr. Long was
offered $750 to be paid in two years
and an annual salary of $450.

It was not exactly an auspicious
time to enter upon a new ministry.
The other denominations were not
satisfied with the exemptions from

15



its support of the Congregational
Church and continued to agitate
against any connection between the
Town and the Church. To quiet this
resentment and unrest, the Congre-
gational Church organized itself in
1815 into a separate Parish, thereby
receiving all the rights of the
Precinct Church and renouncing
support from the Town.

But even this action failed to end
the controversy. When the Church
decided to build a new Church on
the same site and to remove and sell
the old Church, the storm of protest
broke in all its fury, and the bit-
terness and feeling engendered
between the two parties, Town and
Parish, inflicted scars which were
many years in healing.

The Town party argued that the
Town had inherited the Church
from the Precinct, that it therefore
owned the building and the site, and
that the old building could not be
sold or moved nor a new Church
built on the old site without the con-
sent of the Town. In other words, if
any money were to be gained in the
transaction, it would belong to the
Town.

But the Parish, though in the
minority numerically, was com-
posed of able, determined, resolute
men united in a cause they held
dear. They remained undeterred by
threats and law suits. The old
Church was dismantled in the spring
of 1819, the shell sold, and on Elec-
tion Day the old hallowed place of
worship was moved off without ac-
cident to anyone. This safe removal
was, plainly, in the words of Mr.
Long, “a case of Divine Prov-
idence.”
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The work on the new Congre-
gational Church went on a pace at
the same site on the Common. Each
day’s work opened and closed with
prayer. The structure was raised in
June and the spire in August, and on
November 25, 1819, the House was
dedicated. The pews sold for $7,000,
and a balance of $3,000 was left in
the Treasury. The completion of this
second meeting house marks a
definite point in the growth and
development of this Church. Its
days of poverty, hesitation, doubt,
and sometimes almost despair were
ended, and it could face the future
with confidence and faith.

So satisfied was the congregation
with their Church that only minor
changes and repairs were made
before 1868, the removal of the high
pulpit in 1848 being the most impor-
tant one.

In 1868 the building was entirely
reconstructed. It was moved several
feet toward the west, and Congress
Street was extended past its front.
The church was lengthened by thirty
feet, and it was raised to provide for
vestries and kitchen. New pews and
windows were installed, the galleries
were removed from the side walls,
and the organ was rebuilt and
placed behind the pulpit. The neces-
sary exterior and interior repairs
were made from that time on. In
1898, the interior was redecorated
under the supervision of Mr. E. L.
Wires, and a new organ was in-
stalled.

After 1898 no radical improve-
ments were made until the hurricane
of 1938 necessitated the rebuilding
of the Spire, and the passage of the
years made the renovation of the in-
terior imperative.

The First Congregational Church
of Milford has been prominent in
the denomination for several far-
reaching movements. In 1815 Rosa-
linda Nelson and Roxanna Rawson,
moved by missionary zeal, founded
the Female Charitable and
Benevolent Society. It was both a
home and foreign missionary
society. It ranks among the first
women’s societies in the country.
About this same time Miss Rawson
was teaching in the day school and
also instructing the children in their
catechism after school. Then she
met with them at five o’clock every
Sunday afternoon. Thus in 1817 was
laid the foundation for one of the
first Sunday Schools in the country.
By 1820 the School was well
organized and has had a steady and
healthy development ever since.
Later the Female Charitable and
Benevolent Society became the
Ladies’ Benevolent Society, and it
had a continuous existence under
that name until 1933. The Ladies’
Association then joined it, and later
the name was changed to the
Women’s Society.

This Ladies’ Association was
formed in 1881 for the primary pur-
pose of helping lift the long-standing
debt then resting on the Church and
Parish. 1t continued to give gen-
erously of its time and strength in
improving the social and financial
condition of the Church until its
merger with the Benevolent Society
in 1933.

The Church is proud of a flour-
ishing Christian Endeavor Society,
organized in the early years of that
movement, and of the Thalia Club,
a young women’s group which



combines social functions with
charitable activities. More and
more, the Church is relying upon
these younger members and is
depending upon their co-operation
in developing and expanding the life
of the Church.

Some distance from the Church is
the Parsonage on Claflin Street; it
was built on land given by Charles
F. Claflin and Augustus Wheeler. It
is a modern, comfortable dwelling
and has proven adequate for a
pastor’s needs.

On the two-hundreth anniversary
of the founding of the Milford
Congregational Church, the Restor-
ation Committee after the great hur-
ricane of September, 1938, had
destroyed the spire, made the fol-
lowing report to the Church people
and all friends of the Church:

“The project was to cover the
period from February, 1939, to the
end of 1941. At the Anniversary in
April, 1941, the committee planned
to hand over to the rising generation
for maintenance and support a
Church building free of debt and in
good order for Church activities.
Over $13,000 has been raised for this
work in the two and one-half years.
Our own Church people and many
who made this their Church home
when living or visiting in Milford
have contributed liberally. Miss
Lucy E. Day has the honor of being
the first contributor in February,
1939. In Milford and neighboring
towns many generous friends, never
connected with this Church, but
who have felt the restoring of the
spire was a community respon-
sibility, have made substantial
gifts.”

The Universalist Church

The first Universalist Society in
Milford was organized in 1781,
eleven years after the arrival of John
Murray, “a persecuted follower of
James Relly,” a Founder of Univer-
salism in England.

At this time, it is believed, the
Milford people and others in the
vicinity, interested in the new in-
terpretation of the Christian faith,
heard Mr. Murray preach at the
*“Green Store,” a building (now cal-
led a Chapel), still standing at the
corner of Hartford Avenue and
Route 140 in South Milford. It was
from this contact that a society was
formed in 1781; it was known as The
Independent Christian Society in
Milford, Massachusetts.

The earliest places of meeting
were in the homes of members; the
most frequent gathering place was at
the home of Noah Wiswall. This
house, recently remodeled, is still
standing on East Main Street near
the corner of Cedar Street.

The first minister of the Milford
Church was the Reverend Adams
Streeter of Douglas, Massachusetts,
who, with his family, was invited by
Noah Wiswall to make his home
with the Wiswall family until he had
become established and until a
Church edifice had been built. Mr.
Wiswall himself, though not without
the sad fault of intemperance (com-
mon in those days among even
orthodox church-members and
respectably good men), was a
generous-hearted, enterprising,
public-spirited, and charitable
citizen. These traits account for his
opening his house and making a
home for Elder Streeter’s family.
Without a doubt, Mr. Wiswall had a

high and warm regard for his
minister, who, in that unpopular
stage of Universalism, must have
stood sorely in need of friends.

Following the meetings in the
private homes, the Town granted
permission to the members to meet
in the Old Town Meeting House on
the new Common. Official record
was worded as follows: ““Jan. 24,
1791, voted to let the people of the
Denomination called Universalers
have liberty to meet in the Town’s
Meeting House on weekday when
otherwise not wanted.”

The Universalists have built three
Church edifices in Milford: the
Brick Church, the Pearl Street
Church, and the Pine Street Church.

The first church was the Brick
Church, located at the corner of
Main and Pearl Streets. The edifice
included a bell tower, sixty feet in
height, rather than & spire. Built
during the ministry of Zephaniah
Lathe, it was completed in 1820. At
the dedication of this church on
January 10, 1821, the celebrated
Hosea Ballou of Boston preached
the sermon.

In 1824, the Milford Society was
incorporated under the laws of
Massachusetts, and it took the name
which is now its legal name. “The
First Universalist Society in the
Town of Milford, Massachusetts.”

On May 8, 1837, a Sunday School
was organized in the Brick Church,
Several years later, this Church
building was partly demolished and
became known as Church Block; it
was then used for commercial pur-
poses. The bell was given to the
Town of Milford to be hung in the
belfry of the Town Hall.
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establish a church after the idea had
received the support of the Rever-
end David McGrath of St. Mary’s
Church, Milford, and the approval
of the Bishop of Springfield.

From 1894 to 1905, the Italian
pioneers attempted to organize a
parish and build a church. On May
31, 1895, the land near the Street
Railway car barn on East Main
Street was acquired from Samuel W,
Hayward. On April 3, 1900, the real
estate was transferred to the Mil-
ford, Holliston, and Framingham
Street Railway Company for
$1,012.66

Early in the year 1905, the Rever-
end Rocco Petrarca came to Mil-
ford to care for the Italians. He con-
ducted services in St. Mary’s
Church, but at the same time he
worked to secure funds for a church.
A meeting at which Mr. Raphael
Marino presided, was held in the
Town Hall and a Church Com-
mittee was appointed and em-
powered to buy property for the
purpose of establishing a church for
the Italian people of Milford.

On June 10, 1905, Annie J. Miett
deeded to the Church Committee
the land known as the Miller
property which was located on East
Main Street. At this site the first
church was created. The dedication
took place on August 13, 1905, with
the Reverend Rocco Petrarca of-
ficiating. For the dedication of the
Church, Miss Minnie Murphy
donated the first organ.

In 1910, work was started to build
in front of the Church a granite
tower with a new bell named “‘Santa
Maria.” This project produced the
second church. As a remembrance
of this dedication, there still stands a
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plaque with the inscription “Dei
gratis fecit populique auxilio, Rev.
Rocco Petrarca A.D. 1905 (“By
the grace of God and with the help
of the people, Rev. Rocco Petrarca
erected this church in the year of
Our Lord, 1905”).

In 1913, the Stigmatine Fathers
came to Milford. The Reverend Er-
minio Lona was the first Stigmatine
Father to take over the duties of the
Italian Parish in Milford. It was dur-
ing his pastorate that land between
the Supple tract and the Zurlo tract
was acquired from Frank Conso-
letti.

On Christmas Eve in the year
1919, four Sisters of the Congrega-
tion of the Daughers of Qur Lady of
Mercy came to the Sacred Heart
Parish to devote themselves to the
religious instruction of the children
of the Parish. The convent and the
first school was made by renovating
the old house purchased from Mr.
Consoletti. The Sisters cared for the
kindergarten, held classes in religion
and Italian, and taught sewing for
the older girls. In 1928 Sacred Heart
Parochial School was opened. The
Church continued to expand, but
the priests of the parish did not have
a rectory; they made their living
quarters on top of the Sanctuary of
the Church.

A great benefactress of Sacred
Heart was Miss Elizabeth C. Supple.
She had one sister, Mrs. Gloria Mc-
Cormick, and two brothers who
were priests, the Reverend James
and the Reverend Michael Supple.
Because of her generosity, the pres-
ent development and the residence
for the priests were made possible.
In her will, dated March, 1923, she

left all her property for the purpose
of erecting a Roman Catholic
Church. The will stated “If the said
Bishop considers a Church building
is not required, then the same shall
be used as a Parochial School for
boys under the direction of the
Stigmatine Fathers, as a memorial
to my brothers: A tablet to be
erected in 1937 on said premises
commemorating the same.”

In 1924, realizing the insufficient
accommodations of the old granite
church, the parish built the lower
church and dedicated it on De-
cember 18, 1927. On September 6,
1927, the Pastor, Reverend Louis
Fontana, and Sisters from the
Daughters of Our Lady of Mercy
opened the first class of the Sacred
Heart Parochial School on the Con-
soletti property. The first year forty-
five children were enrolled in the
first grade. The following year the
second grade was added, and from
then on a new grade was added each
year. At the end of eight years, the
Sacred Heart Parochial School had
an enrollment of 260 pupils.

In 1933, the increasing number of
classes made it imperative for
Father Raymond Dalla Porta, the
pastor at the time, to provide new
accommodations; hence, the upper
floor of the school building, which
had been used as a hall, was con-
verted to three classrooms.

With the opening of the new
lower church in December, 1927, the
parish had the old church building
available as a hall and little theatre,
named Garden Hall. Bowling alleys
were opened in the basement on Oc-
tober 18, 1931. The Reverend Julius


















Historical
Buildings

Town Hall

Milford is fortunate to have its
Town Hall listed in the National
Register as a national monument.
This building, a beautiful structure
of Renaissance revival, is a credit to
the forethought of Milford leaders
of over 100 years ago who designed
a building of exceptional beauty.

The Town Hall rests on the site
that was given to the town by Darius
Sumner in 1819 for Milford’s first
public town meeting house outside
of the Congregational church. This
first town meeting house, a brick
structure built in 1819, was situated
at the site of the 1900 addition to
our present town hall. The building
of this town hall caused the first
break of church and town govern-
ment in Milford, and this situation
resulted in a long bitter battle in the
town until 1828. This building was
razed to make room for the 1900 ad-
dition.

The front portion of our present
day Town Hall is the original
building; it was designed by an
architect named Thomas W. Sil-
loway. This ornate building was
built in 1854 and enlarged in 1900. It
is graced with a beautiful ornamen-
tal frieze and cornice. Each bay win-
dow of the building is separated by a
pilaster, fluted and molded at the
base; and ornate capitals support
the buildings flat architecture. The
top of the building is accented by an
elaborate cupola nearly 50 feet high,
housing a large clock. This clock,
made especially for Milford in
Manchester, England, was donated
by Esquire John Erskine. A replica
of the original handcarved wooden
eagle that stood sentinel over
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Milford for many years was placed
on the top of the tower. The original
eagle is on display in the main hall.

To accommodate an increasing
population, the town meeting
members voted in 1900 to provide
an addition to the original building
of 1853. Robert Allen Cook was the
young architect from Milford who
took charge of this project.

For many years the basement of
the Town Hall was used for the
Farmer’s Market. On the second
floor are located our town govern-
ment offices. The third floor con-
tains a large assembly hall where
many local functions have been
scheduled and where town meetings
were held until 1973. Town meetings
are now held at Milford High
School.

Memorial Hall

For several years following the
Civil War, several prominent
citizens of the town were in favor of
erecting a memorial hall. George
Draper was opposed in particular to
the erection of a soldiers’ monu-
ment. However, he did favor a
memorial hall that would stand as a
monument to the cause of pa-
triotism, a free public library, and a
Grand Army of the Republic Hall.
In January, 1883, H. B. Thayer, a
past commander of Mayo’s Fletcher
Post 22, G.A.R., circulated a peti-
tion asking that the Massachusetts
legislature to pass an act enabling
the town to proceed. This bill, ap-
proved by Governor Benjamin F.
Butler, was passed on April 7, 1883.
The original document reads as fol-
lows:

Acts of 1883, Chapter 119

Section 1. The Town of Milford
is authorized to erect, furnish and
maintain a Memorial Hall in
memory of its soldiers and sailors
who died in the military and naval
service of the United States during
the late war; provided said town
shall at a legal meeting called for the
purpose at any time within two
years from the passage of this act,
vote so to do by a two-thirds vote of
the voters present and voting
thereon.

Section 2. For the purpose
aforesaid, said town is authorized to
borrow a sum not exceeding
$20,000.00 for a period not ex-
ceeding five years, which sum, with
the interest thereon, shall be
provided for by taxation and paid at
maturity.

Section 3. The provision of
Chapter 29 of the Public Statutes
shall apply to said Town except so
far as they are inconsistent herewith.

Section 4. This act shall take ef-
fect upon its passage.

Approved, April 7, 1884
Signed by
Benjamin F. Butler, Governor

At a town meeting held on March
5, 1883, a committee of five was ap-
pointed to a building committee: the
group consisted of General William
F. Draper, George W. Johnson,
Philip A. Gleason, Fred Swasey,
and Thomas C. Eastman.

At the next town meeting on April
23, the above committee reported in
favor of building, and Thomas G.
Kent, James F. Stratton, Ephraim












month. On December 9, $6,000 was
appropriated for state aid to
soldiers’ families. In the following
March, $20,000 was appropriated.
At this meeting resolutions praising
the conduct of Company B, 25th
regiment, were passed. This com-
pany was the first to raise the flag of
the Commonwealth on the batteries
of the enemy at Newbern, North
Carolina. On July 21, the town
voted to pay a bounty of $125 to all
three-year volunteers. Later on, the
bounty was given to the Milford
men who served for nine months.
This payment to the families of
those who were in service was one of
the most liberal ones in the state
although Milford valuation was low
in proportion to the number of in-
habitants. Milford ladies also con-
tributed many articles for the com-
fort of soldiers and for hospital use.

Construction of the Memorial
Hall was started on April 30, 1884,
and on Saturday, May 31, 1884, the
cornerstone was laid with imposing
and appropriate ceremonies. The
day was a general holiday, and there
was a large number of out-of-town
observers as well as local celebrants.
Each incoming train brought addi-
tions to the already large crowd.
Most of the local stores remained
open, and nearly all of the factories
were closed for the occasion.

In the morning Reeves band from
Providence gave a concert in front
of the Mansion House. Later, in the
afternoon a parade of over 1,000
men formed and marched over the
following route: Main Street to
Chapin, Forest, Grove, Franklin,
Main, Pearl, Walnut, Congress, and
Main Streets to the Memorial lot,
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where the cornerstone dedication
ceremonies were performed. While
the parade was forming, it was
noted that the Grand Army and the
fire department occupied the entire
length of Pearl Street.

The Wide Awake Hose Company
carried Memorial fans along the
procession route. The ceremonies of
laying the cornerstone were simple
and brief; they were in charge of the
Grand Lodge of Free Masons.

The cornerstone is of Milford
Granite; it was contributed by the
children’s choir in Hopedale, the
amount having been raised by a con-
cert. It was cut in Albert C. Kinney’s
Marble Works; and while it was in
the yard it was damaged and had to
be cut again. In the 2% x 2 x | foot
cornerstone is a copper box con-
tributed by Emory D. Lothrop, a
member of Company E, 26th
Massachusetts volunteers. Con-
tained therein are plans for the new
building, the official votes of the
town authorizing the building of the
structure, the names of the building
committee, the names of the Hope-
dale choir and the program of their
concert, the original subscription to
the Memorial stairway, a G.A.R.
badge, a list of members of Fletcher
Grand Army Post 22, a copy of the
G.A.R. post charter, a badge and
the roster of the Sons of Veterans,
the roster of Company M, a copy of
the town report, a list of members of
Montgomery lodge of Free Masons,
and a list of grand officers of A.F. &
A.M. in Massachusetts. Also in-
cluded were a postal card containing
call of the Commandery; a postal
card containing the names of all the
Lodge, Chapter and Commandery
officers; a list of town officers for

1884-1885; a list of the Board of Fire
Engineers and officers of the various
fire companies; a list of officers of
Milford Mutual Fire Insurance
company; a list of officers of the
Milford Savings bank; a copy of
rules and regulations of the Milford
Water Company, a blank first
mortgage bond, and the water com-
pany act of incorporation; a sample
postal card; and the names of
trustees of the Town Library. Ad-
ditional items enclosed were the
names of the Music Hall company
members, a card of box maker
Emory Lothrop, business cards, a
list of members of the executive
Department of the state, a 1802 coin
contributed by Mrs. C. A. Sumner,
two postage stamps, copies of the
Milford Gazette and the Milford
Journal, a copy of the Boston Jour-
nal, of May 19, 1884, containing a
description of the building.
Immediately after the ceremonies,
the line of march was formed again
and marched up School and down
Pearl Streets. At the junction of the
two streets, the line was reviewed by
the chief marshal and staff. Follow-
ing the parade, visitors were enter-
tained by the Grand Army Post at
Town Hall, the Knights Templars at
Washington Hall, and at the
Montgomery lodge of Free Masons
in the banquet hall above Masonic
Hall. Camp 18, Sons of Veterans, of
Ashland, and William H. Hoven-
den, Commander, were the guests of
Johnson Camp, Sons of Veterans.
One of the most pleasant features
of the day was the presentation of a
handsome silk flag to the Grand
Army Post. Mrs. Henry J. Bailey,
Mrs. Edward McKay and Mrs. Wil-
liam F. Reynolds collected a sum
sufficient to purchase the flag and



provide side arms for the officers of
the post. The flag was appropriately
inscribed ‘“‘Post 22, G.A.R., Mil-
ford, Mass.” The presentation was
made by George Draper, Esquire,
who delivered the address written by
the Honorable George W. Johnson,
whose sudden death the day before
had saddened the great occasion.

On February 26, 1886, the G.A.R.
headquarters was turned over to
Commander Henry J. Bailey of Post
22 by Joseph B. Bancroft, Chairman
of the Board of Selectmen of Mil-
ford.

On February 16, 1897, the Post
22, G.A.R. was notified that it
would receive two parrot cannons
and a supply of 10-inch shells to be
used as lawn ornaments. on July 13,
1907, a tablet to heroes was pre-
sented to the G.A.R. by Hose Com-
pany 2, Milford Fire Department.
The aged, marble tablet was made as
a memorial to the members of the
old Washington 1, who lost their
lives on the battlefield. On the base
of it, C. L. Fair carved this inscrip-
tion: “Presented to Post 22, G.A.R.
by Hose 2, Milford Fire Depart-
ment, July 17, 1907.” The top por-
tion, which contains the names of
the eight deceased soldiers, has a
four-gabled roof. The four sides are
carved to represent a trumpet, a
shield, a hydrant representing
Washington 1 Company, and an
American eagle. These are the men
whose lives are remembered on the
marble sides: George H. Ellis,
Private, Co. F., 36th Regiment,
Massachusetts Volunteers, killed at
Jacksonville, Mississippi, July 11,
1863, aged 24 years; Deacon Hiram
Carpenter, Corporal, Co, F., 36th
Regiment, Massachusetts
Volunteers, died in Milford,

January 13, 1863, aged 40 years;
William W. Hoyt, seaman, USS
Preble, died December 21, 1863,
aged 24 years; Thomas R. Cassett,
Co. K, 13th Regiment, Mas-
sachusetts Volunteers, killed at An-
tietam, September 17, 1862, aged 20
years; Amos Hoyt, Private in Co. F,
36th Regiment Massachusetts
Volunteers killed at Jacksonville,
Mississippi, July 11, 1863, aged 21
years; George E. Fletcher, Private,
Co. B, 25th Regiment, Massa-
chusetts Volunteers, died of
wounds, June 27, 1864, aged 19
years; James D. Gleason, Private,
Co. F, 36th Regiment Massa-
chusetts Volunteers, killed at Peter-
sburg, July 25, 1864, aged 34; and
George W. Barber. Sergeant Co. C,
12th Regiment, Massachusetts
Volunteers, died July 17, 1862, aged
19. A new flagstaff was donated on
May 30, 1909. On November 12,
1931, a German howitzer, one of the
trophies of World War I, was
presented to the town by Sergeant
John W. Powers Post. This relic was
captured in the Argonne Forest in
France. The bronze tablet of Lin-
coln’s Gettysburg Address was
dedicated on May 30, 1935.
Another step in Milford’s pro-
gress was achieved with the comple-
tion of Memorial Hall as space
within the building provided at per-
manent place for a free public
library in 1884. As of 1858, Milford
was comparatively ill supplied with
anything fit to be called a library. A
few families had small private
libraries. At this time several in-
fluential citizens proposed to es-
tablish a reputable library on a
“stock-company”’ basis. Mr. Edwin
Battles urged these interested

members to change their plan and
use their influence for a free town
library, in accordance with a then
recent statute of the State passed in
1842. The joint-stock library was es-
tablished, but Mr. Battles and his
sympathizers held a meeting in the
police court room in behalf of a free
library. A committee was appointed,
of which Mr. Battles was chairman
to push the matter; it petitioned the
selectmen to call a town meeting,
and it prepared a series of motions
to be submitted to said meeting. At
a town meeting held on August 30,
1858, it was established that the
town maintain a public library.
Thus the Milford Town Library
came into existence, this library was
located on Main Street opposite
Spring Street. The catalogue for this
library credits the town with around
4,000 books and papers.

Milford Military History

The inhabitants of Milford before
and since its incorporation as a town
have always been eminently pa-
triotic and loyal. The military spirit
has always been conspicious, as
various records demonstrate. The
great agitation which culminated in
the American War of Independence
finds Mendon and its three precincts
(Milford was a part of Mendon) in
the front rank of the conflict. Its
population kindled the beacon fires
of liberty and re-echoed the protests
against Britain. Four companies
were sent from Mendon, two (came
from the Second Precinct) called the
Mill-River Companies and officially
known as the Fourth and Second
Companies of Mendon.
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necessary accompaniments, and was
attached to a distinct battalion,
commanded by a major and staff. It
attracted to its banners the am-
bitious chivalry of the town, with
generally a sprinkling of kindred
materials from adjacent towns. It
was the pride of the vicinage, and
was seldom outrivalled in the bri-
gade by any independent company.
It waxed and waned through various
seasons. more or less prosperous, till
its disbandment in 1846.”

The company numbered 44 men,
including officers, 4 musicians and 8
drivers. In 1814, when the British
fleets threatened Boston, the com-
pany marched to the hub and en-
camped at South Boston. The men
remained there for two months and
came home heroes. They were
enthusiastically received and at-
tended church in a body. The
ministers congratulatory sermon
was printed. Milford was bound to
show its patriotism. On July 4, 1827,
the ladies presented the company
with a standard of colors. It is said
that this occasion was the most im-
portant celebration which had ever
occurred in town up to that time.

In the spring of 1826, the La-
fayette Guards, a light infantry com-
pany, was organized; for a score of
years it shared the military honors
with the artillery men. In 1840, the
state reorganized its militia, and
soon after, all the independent com-
panies were dissolved. Some of the
companies retained their mem-
bership; in the form of associa-
tions, which existed until the turn of
the century. In 1853 a volunteer
company of infantry, known as
Company A, was organized, which
kept intact until the breaking out of
the rebellion. Just before 1861, the

Davis Guards, an independent com-
pany, was organized; it was com-
manded by Captain Robert Peard,
whose portrait hangs in the
Historical Museum in Memorial
Hall.

At the outbreak of the war in
1898, Captain John F. Barrett of
Company M Militia issued a call to
all ex-militia men and others fit for
military duty. Company M, ordered
to mobilize on May 7, 1898, was
given a public reception in the Town
Hall, and George A., Eben S., and
George Otis Draper offered to equip
the men with all personal effects not
furnished by the government.

On May 4, 1898, Milford’s pa-
triotism was aroused. Hundreds of
flags adorned business blocks, fac-
tories and residences, and the motto
“Remember the Maine’” was much
in evidence at this time. Milford
citizens honored Company M with a
big public reception in Town Hall.
The comany was escorted from the
Armory to the Town Hall by Mil-
ford’s brass band. Upon the depar-
ture of Company M to Washington
from Framingham, hundreds of
Milford’s citizens gave the men
enthusiastic support. The Milford
High School Cadets assisted in the
ceremonies.

A volunteer Ladies’ Aid Associa-
tion to assist the State Association
in caring for needy soldiers was
organized in Memorial Hall. Mrs.
Clarence Sumner was chosen presi-
dent.

Milford’s first soldier to die in the
Spanish-American War was Arthur
L. Wilkinson; on September 6, 1898,
he succumbed at Puerto Rico to dis-
ease. A notable incident is that his
uncle, Walter Wilkinson, was the

first Milford soldier to lose his life in
the Civil War. Two days later on
September 8, 1898, Sgt. Asa B.
Trask was the second Milford
Soldier to die in the Spanish-
American War. On October 27,
1898, Milford gave a rousing wel-
come to Captain John F. Barrett of
Company M and his command on
their return from the Spanish-
American War. A big street parade
was held, and a reception followed
in the Armory.

On March 8, 1899, the Town
meeting voted to place in Memorial
Hall building a marble tablet con-
taining the names of all the Milford
men serving in the Spanish-Amer-
ican War.

On March 30, 1917, Captain Wil-
liam Pond of Company M was
ordered by the government to get his
command mobilized in the State Ar-
mory on Pearl Street; 92 men
answered the call to arms for World
War 1. On April 4, 1917, the biggest
demonstration in Milford since 1898
was given to the boys of Company
M. Eight hundred persons par-
ticipated in a street parade. Ap-
propriate exercises were held in
Town Hall. News was received on
April 6, 1917, that Congress had
declared war on Germany; and on
April 10, officers and members of
Company M left Milford amid a big
demonstration for war duty.

Milford’s registration of men
between ages of 21 and 31 under the
selective conscription plans for war
duty during World War 1 totals
1,239. On July 20, 1917, Leo Ed-
ward Connors, 98 Prospect Heights,
Milford, had the distinction of being
the first man in the entire United
States selected as a soldier to serve
in the United States National Army.
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His number was 258, and it was
drawn by Secretary of War Newton
Baker at Washington. Connors was
22 years old and the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Patrick J. Connors. George E.
Fricker, also of Milford, who re-
sided at 118 West Street, was the se-
cond man picked for service by
Secretary Baker. It was reported in
May of 1918 that Milford’s draft
board was the only one in Massa-
chusetts that did not fail in sending
its quota. This board is also credited
with being the first to report its
records and accounts. This record
was achieved on February 14, 1918.
A great celebration was held to com-
memorate the signing of the ar-
mistice on November 11, 1918.

On July 24, 1922, the Selectmen
decided that all Milford public
squares were to be renamed in
honor of veterans. This tradition has
continued after each conflict. Most
of the squares are named for those
who gave the supreme sacrifice,
while others have been for men who
have received high honors. There
were 632 Milfordians serving during
World War I; of these 18 were
killed.

On December 7, 1941, President
Franklin Roosevelt mobilized all
American forces as result of the sur-
prise attack on Pearl Harbor. This
incident marked the beginning of
America’s entrance into World War
II, which lasted until August 15,
1945.

Milford’s contribution to this
War was 2,570 men and women into
the four branches of the armed ser-
vices. Of these people there were 55
men who gave their lives.

The Korean conflict lasted from
June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953. The
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United States sent a force of 350,000
men at a cost of $18 billion. There
were 600 men from Milford serving
in this time of duress; of these 5 gave
their lives.

The most recent critical encounter
which faced our nation was the Viet-
nam War. From 1961 through 1975,
56,555 United States soldiers died
and 303,654 were wounded. Mil-
ford’s military contribution of men
and women was 495; of these 7 lost
their lives. In April of 1973 the last
United States troops were
withdrawn and on April 30, 1975 the
Vietnam war finally ended with the
surrender of Saigon forces.

Milford Armory

Milford’s ““armory” was in a hall
in the Church Block adjacent to the
present day armory prior to 1894,
when the headquarters was moved
to. Washington Hall. When a fire
destroyed this building in June,
1906, a move was made to the
Raftery block. Six years later, ef-
forts were made to provide Milford
with an armory.

John F. Keating from Westboro
got the contract to construct the ar-
mory on Pearl Street. It was built of
Milford granite selected from Ar-
dolino’s Quarry on East Main
Street. The state paid the entire cost
of $50,000. Captain William G.
Pond, through public subscription,
acquired the $2,000 necessary to
improve the site.

The armory, built with the mili-
tary style of the time, presents an
imposing and military appearance.
It includes a tower on each side of a
head house along with battlements
occupying 1Y% acres of land.

Offices for a captain, lieutenants,
first sergeant, non-commissioned of-

ficers and the armorer are located
inside the main entrance of the head
house. A large company room,
cloak room, and reading room are
located opposite to the office areas.
The large basement area contains a
boiler room, a spacious kitchen, and
a mess room with a 300 person
seating capacity.

Dedication of the new building
took place on the evening of May 3,
1912. Lt. Govenor Robert E. Luce
turned the armory over to Captain
William G. Pond. Captain Pond ac-
cepted and carried out the trust for
many years.

The Irish Round Tower

One of the most unusual sights in
the United States is the round tower
in St. Mary’s Cemetery, in Milford.
The structure is a replica of the
hundred and ten foot tower that
dominates the ancient monastic
ruins at Glenalough in County
Wicklow, Ireland.

The round tower at Glendalough
is a prized relic of the days when
Ireland was truly the land of saints
and scholars. Dating from the sixth
century, it recalls the glories of St.
Kevin and monastery that was once
Ireland’s most renowned seat of
learning.

The Milford round tower, be-
lieved to be the only one outside of
Ireland, dates only from the turn of
the century, but the spell it casts is
comparable to that of the original.
The round tower in St. Mary’s
Cemetery was the dream of Father
Patrick Cuddihy, a native of
Clonmel, who came to the United
States in 1852 and to Milford as
pastor in 1857.






Business and Industry

Transportation

Stage Coach

Milford’s first public transporta-
tion involved the use of stages that
traveled to Boston, Hartford, New
York and local area towns over the
so-called turnpikes. The closest
turnpike to serve Milford until 1800
was the Middle Road, at which time
it was incorporated as the 9th
Massachusetts Turnpike. It was bet-
ter known as the Boston and Hart-
ford Turnpike, and its nearest con-
nections were at Mendon and
Upton.

William Godfrey opened a stage
line in 1822 between Mendon,
Milford, and Boston in connection
with another line that ran to Hart-
ford. Another early Milford stage
was owned by G. A. Sharpe.
Around 1848, the Tilden Stage and
Express ran a single stage between
Uxbridge and Milford. Its three
horses were driven by James D.
Perry. The line was discontinued
around 1866. Elijah Ward drove a
coach between Milford and West

Upton for many years prior to the

outbreak of the Civil War. At the
end of the war, he continued the
stage line into the 1870’s.

Boston and Albany Railroad

Realizing that Milford was fast
becoming an industrial town with its
extensive manufacturing of shoes
and the quarrying of granite, the
Boston and Worcester railroad
management obtained a charter
around 1847 to build a twelve-mile
branch from their main line in
Framingham. This railroad was the
first of four to serve Milford and the
second to be abandoned.

The coming of the railroad con-
tributed much to the economy of
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Milford. The shoe and granite
businesses expanded, and many peo-
ple found employment. With the in-
crease in population, many new
homes and streets were built. This
expansion was one of the most im-
portant events in the history of
Milford and probably the greatest
contributor to the civic growth,
development, and material pros-
perity of the town. In addition to its
operating personnel, the railroad
employed 75 to 200 men in Milford,
in two granite quarries which it
owned. Much of the first quarrying
was for the railroad, which used
granite for their bridges. A tremen-
dous amount of granite was quar-
ried by this railroad between the
years 1850 and 1930. Few signs re-
main today where sidings once ran
to several granite quarries.

A gala celebration, called the
Railroad Jubilee, was held on July 1,
1848, the day that the first scheduled
train arrived at the new wooden
depot on Central Street in Milford.
For the occasion, the ringing of bells
and the playing of music by the
Milford Band at 12 o’clock greeted
the arrival of railroad cars carrying
passengers from Boston. A formal
reception took place inside the
depot, and an address was delivered
by the Hon. C. C. P. Hastings of
Mendon, president of the day. Fol-
lowing the speeches, a procession
was formed. It then marched to the
new Washington Temperance
House, owned by L. B. Felton.
About 200 people partook of an
elegant dinner, more speeches were
heard, and music again was supplied
by the Milford Band. After the din-
ner, several Milford residents en-

joyed a round trip to Framingham
on the train.

A tower on the original depot
contained a bell that was rung by the
ticket agent each time a train was
scheduled to leave the station. Fol-
lowing a fire in 1854, the tower was
removed. From this depot Milford’s
old Company A of the Davis
Guards, Company B of the 25th
Regiment, and Company F of the
36th Regiment, marched on the sta-
tion platform when they departed
for Civil War duty.

In 1867, the name was changed
from the Boston and Worcester
Railroad to the Boston and Albany
Railroad. Business on the Milford
branch was very good, and by 1904
there were eleven trains running out
of Milford each day.

In 1909, the large wooden build-
ing that had served as a car shed was
separated into two sections. One
was sold and moved to the Milford
Grain Company on Beach Street,
and the other served as a two-stall
engine house for the next forty
years.

A fine new granite depot was
erected in 1909 at a cost of $20,000
by the J. W. Bishop Company of
Boston under the supervision of
Edward “Gaffa” King of Jefferson
Street, Milford. King was awarded
the contract to supply granite for the
new depot; the granite was taken
from the Webb quarries off Dilla
Street. The freight house and the old
depot were moved to a nearby point
on Central Street near Z. C. Field’s
lumber sheds. A fire at the lumber
yard destroyed the freight house












tion between Hopkinton and Ash-
land closed down around 1937, and
the rails were removed prior to
World War II. Freight, mostly coal,
was carried to Hopkinton until 1954
when the bridge at the northwest
corner of Cedar Swamp Pond
washed out and was not replaced.
The memorabilia left of this railroad
includes much of the original
roadbed, two sets of bridge abut-
ments over the Charles River, one
whistle post, and several sidings,
roadbeds and two bridges.

Milford, Franklin and
Providence Railroad

On August 1, 1883, another rail-
road was started that ran between
Bellingham and Franklin. This was
called the Milford, Franklin and
Providence Railroad. Passengers
could already travel from Milford to
Boston; now travel was also possible
to Providence and New York City.
Engine No. 26 was a familiar sight
in Milford between 1888 and 1895.
It continued until 1909. Eventually,
the company was acquired by the
Milford and Woonsocket railroad
and remained in operation until
1954.

Grafton and Upton Railroad

Early in 1889, a contract was
awarded to contractors Newell and
Snowling to build an eight-mile ex-
tension to the Grafton and Upton
Railroad between West Upton and
Milford. A few of the construction
crew were Irish, but most were
Italian. These workers laid tracks to
the yard on Depot Street at the rear
of the now Pheasant Run Apart-
ments. The first carload of freight
arrived in Milford in February,
1890. It was delivered to the elastic
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fabric mill. Weed Brothers and Lent
built a manually operated turntable
in the yard, and Brigham Brothers
of Grafton built a 5,000-gallon
wooden water tank as well as a two-
stall engine house.

A special train, carrying thirty-
five people as guests of the new
railroad, left Milford on May 16,
1890, at 8:45 a.m. One of the reasons
for this trip was a careful inspection
of the roadbed. As a result of an in-
junction against the Grafton and
Upton, its tracks stopped half a mile
short of the New York and New
England depot. This situation neces-
sitated the building of a temporary
ticket office near Depot Street.

On opening day May 17, 1890 at
7:30 a.m., a passenger train started
from North Grafton and one left
Milford at 7:40. These trains met at
Upton Center. No enthusiasm was
evident at either Hopedale or
Milford as the thirty or forty people
boarded the train. As the train left
Upton Center, the train was packed.
The North Grafton Brass Band
played a concert at Grafton.

Seven trains ran each way on the
first day. A round-trip ticket ad-
mitted the rider to the Worcester
theatre to see the move Little Lord
Fauntleroy or to the Music Hall in
Milford where Annie Ward Tiffany
starred in The Step Daughter. An-
other feature of the day was a
baseball game between Milford and
Natick.

The railroad’s first schedule
showed four trains running each
way each day. Passengers were car-
ried on Grafton and Upton steam
trains from May 17, 1890, until June
23, 1902. Records dated October 8,

1900, show that 600 passengers were
carried on the trains. Between 1905
and 1913, a two-room business of-
fice was maintained on Main Street
at the corner of Exchange Street.

Following a fire in March, 1914,
which completely destroyed the
engine house, the main yard was
shifted to Hopedale adjacent to the
Draper Company buildings. This
yard has been rebuilt twice and
serves as the Milford interchange. It
is capable of holding forty-five of
the fifty-foot length cars. All Amer-
ican railroads were taken over by
the government during World War
I1. Activities of railroads in Milford
during recent years have been
limited to the hauling of freight by
CONRAIL, the government-
operated system coming from Bos-
ton via Franklin on the old New
York, New Haven and Hartford
line. The industrial Grafton and
Upton Railroad still provides ser-
vice between its terminals at Milford
and North Grafton.

Battery and Electric
Street Cars

The first street cars to operate in
Milford were battery operated; no
overhead wires were used. Six cars
owned by the Milford and Hopedale
Street Railway Company started
business on April 13, 1891. The first
car to operate carried newspaper-
men and other guests. The cars
proceeded up Central from the
powerhouse that was located at the
corner of Central and Beach to
Main Streets. It was noted how well
cars were able to make the sharp
turn from Central onto Main. This















boot town of the United States. The
Samuel Walker Shoe Shop built
around 1846, that stood on the cor-
ner of High Street and West Street,
was one of the biggest and most
prosperous shoe and boot factories
in New England at the close of the
Civil War. That shop was put up by
a manufacturer named Walker. It
was a shop in which all hands made
a good sum of money; it was not un-
common to earn as much as $5 or $6
a day in many departments.

About this time a guild, the old
Knights of St. Crispin, started to do
business in the shoe factories of the
country. Mr. Walker had a gardener
or coachman, and according to a
report, he wanted this man to have a
job in the treeing room where he
could make $5 or $6 a day, instead
of $2 or $3 working outside. The pay
was §1 a dozen for treeing kip and
split boots in those days, and it is
likely that still more was paid for
working on calf. At any rate, it was
a fine job, and a number of treers
used to arrive as early as 5 o’clock in
the morning and would work until 9
o’clock at night.

It has always been the central
idea, in all forms of trade unionism;
to keep the number of men learning
the trade down to the minimum, and
keeping this idea in mind, the treers
refused to let the new man in on the
job. Mr. Walker took the stand that
either his man would go into that
treeing room, or the shop and
Knights would go out of business
and he would go out with them.

In short, that is just what hap-
pened, Walker closed his doors. The
American flag was run up to the
masthead, there to stay until one
man had as much right as another in
that shop, and the flag stayed there
until all came to see the truth which
it represented.

But by the time the Crispins had
come around to Walker’s way of
thinking, it was too late to do any
more business in that factory. It
never started up again.

By 1856, Milford had eleven shoe
manufacturing firms. Many people
were employed in the factories,
which were situated mainly on
Purchase, Central, Jefferson and
North Bow Streets. These areas
were near the railroads with con-
venient shipping facilities nearby.
The increased demand for shoes
necessitated larger buildings. More
importantly 1891 saw the introduc-
tion of new sewing and lasting
machines. The quality of shoes from
this point on could not be compared
to those previously made by the
hands of the craftsmen. The
mechanized shoe industry was now
the source of employment for many
Milfordians.

Through solicitations of Milfor-
dians, the factory of Clapp, Huckin
& Temple on Depot and Charles
Street was built by public subscrip-
tion. The sum of $20,000 was raised
by this subscription. This particular
factory closed in 1896 after suffering
a labor dispute with the Boot and
Shoe Worker’s Union. From 1896
to 1930, a variety of companies
operated in this building for short
periods. The firms that remained the

longest were The Publix Shoe Com-
pany, 1930-1940; the Derman Shoe
Company, 1940-1954; and the
Bickford Shoe Company, late 1954
to August, 1976. This building
burned in 1979.

One of the leading manufacturers
of quality men’s shoes was the
Milford Shoe Company, which
operated from 1890-1961. It sold
shoes to the most prestigious men’s
stores and department stores in the
country. It employed over 200
workers. This factory was located
on the corner of Central and Depot
Streets; it has since been razed.

The shoe industry in Milford con-
tinued to expand with the opening
of the Friendly Shoe Company in
1929. This factory, located adjacent
to the Railroad Depot on Central
Street, closed in 1935. It was pur-
chased by the Porter Shoe Company
in 1936. It specialized in the
manufacture of mens’ and boys’
footwear. Porter Shoe Company ex-
panded its operation with the
purchase of the Milford Shoe Com-
pany in 1961. Porter Shoe Company
sold its business in 1969 to Morse
Shoe Company of Acton. This
business is known as Milford Shoe,
Incorporated. As of 1978, it is the
only shoe business left in Milford. It
operates in the former hat shop
buildings on North Bow Street.

With the onset of the industrial
revolution, Milford contributed
many innovations to the shoe in-
dustry. During the period from 1880
to the 1940’s, many drastic changes
occurred in the production of shoes.
Milford led the way for many in-
dustrial support factories. The
Milford Paper Box Company,
located in the Lapworth Elastic
building at the rear of the Bickford
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Shoe, made the boxes to pack the
shoes for delivery. Another acces-
sory factory was the Toby factory
on South Bow Street, which made
pieced heels. Also Green Brothers
was a well-known heel-making com-
pany.

Until a changing business climate
brought a decline to the business
around the 1950’s, Milford was a
leader in the shoe manufacturing in-
dustry.

Straw Hat Industry

Milford’s straw industry had its
inception about 1810 when Samuel
Penniman, Jr., conducted a small
shop here. His establishment was a
central depot for straw braid to sup-
ply the wants of a wide circle of resi-
dents. Penniman also manufactured
straw bonnets. After his death he
was succeeded by his sons and
Samuel Leeds. Later, John Claflin
and his son Aaron carried on the
business to some extent.

In the mid-1860’s Benjamin H.
Spaulding established a straw
business manufacturing women’s
hats. Within a few years the shop
employed over 400 workers. This
shop, formerly located on the corner
of Pearl and Lincoln Street, was
twice destroyed by fire, once in 1873
and again in 1890. In 1898, the com-
pany was sold to the Carroll, Hixon
and Jones Company of Milford.
Business continued as usual at the
Pearl and Lincoln Street location for
many years until another fire
destroyed the factory in 1924. The
company then moved to Medway;
but through the tireless efforts of
local businessmen, it returned in
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1928 and occupied the large North
Bow Street factory that was former-
ly used by the Smith Mills Company
(now the location of Milford Shoe
Company). The ownership of the
firm changed several times, and
eventually it was taken over by the
Lish Company, which eventually
relocated in Framingham, where
it also engaged in the garment
business. In the 1950’s Kartiganer
Company assumed control of the
Milford operation prior to its
removal to its main plant in Upton,
Massachusetts.

There were several other smaller
straw manufacturers in Milford
worthy of note. At the corner of
Central and North Bow Streets
stood the straw establishment of
Isaiah R. Spaulding, brother of Ben-
jamin H. Spaulding. The firm began
business in 1882 in the building of
the former Walker Shoe Factory,
and by 1885 employed 300 skilled
workers engaged in making mens’
and boys’ straw goods. It is believed
the company ceased operations
when the building was sold in 1890
to Thomas F. Flanigan, who
engaged in the leather remnant
business there. This factory was
demolished in the hurricane of 1938,
and the site is currently occupied by
the Clark-Shaughnessy Oil Com-
pany.

Jones and Wilkinson operated a
small men’s hat manufacturing shop
also in the Central Street area. In the
early 1900’s it was the site of the
Rockingham Hotel; then it was oc-
cupied by Stone Furniture Com-
pany until 1978.

One other little known straw shop
was located on Pine Street. In a
Milford Journal of 1870 there is

mention of a Mr. Bose who was ap-
prehended in Chicago and brought
to trial for allegedly burning down
his shop and defrauding the in-
surance companies. A further search
of the Journal has yielded no further
mention of this company.

One has only to glance through
town directories of sixty years ago to
realize how often the straw operator
category was listed as an occupa-
tion. At a business peak over seven
hundred straw operators were
employed by the straw industry in
Milford. The work force was ap-
proximately two-thirds women.
These operators wove and sewed the
straw used in various styles of hats
of the times. The milliners were
skilled workers that made a signifi-
cant contribution to the fashion in-
dustry in the United States. Mil-
liners also trimmed and blocked
hats. One of Milford’s last hat
blockers was Archie Kalpagian.
Many women who could not work
full-time worked part-time at home.
In the busy seasons this homework
was a welcome source of income for
many families.

The millinery industry depended
greatly upon the season. Summer
straw hats were made in the winter,
and the wool and felt hats were
made in the summer to correspond
with seasonal fashions. Milford,
Medway, and Upton were for a
number of years leaders in the mil-
linery trade in the United States. Up
until the late 1950’s, the trade was
fairly prosperous. Changes in
fashion and technological advances
in synthetic fibers in the past two
decades have caused the demise of
most of these shops.












Records show that the firm fur-
nished curbing for the city of Woon-
socket, Rhode Island, and also sup-
plied the granite for the Times
Building in Hartford, Connecticut.

Mr. Carroll sold the company’s
holdings to Peter Ross, who in turn
sold it and other adjacent quarry
lands to the Webb Pink Granite
Company of Worcester in 1905. Mr.
Carroll was retained as superinten-
dent at the Webb quarry. In the fall
of 1905, he and his family moved to
Worcester.

In 1879, a few of the smaller quar-
ries had merged together. A ma-
jority of these were located in the
Dilla and Cedar Streets section of
the Rocky Woods. The Milford
Quarry Company commenced
granite-cutting operations in 1879,
The incorporating officers were
General Orison Underwood, Hor-
ace S. Claflin, Richard Carroll, and
F. Rafferty. It is believed that the
company’s sites were worked a few
years and then sold piecemeal to the
new generation of granite men.

The so-called “Claflin Ledge,” lo-
cated near the Pine Grove Ceme-
tery, was purchased by Timothy
Shea from Horace S. Claflin in 1888.
The remaining properties were
purchased by J. B. Bancroft, a
Hopedale businessman, who in
partnership with Fred Swasey
formed the Milford Granite Com-
pany in 1883. This quarry was
located in the woods behind the
present Industrial Oil and Chemical
Company on Dilla Street; in the
1880’s it was adjacent to Carroll
Brothers. Its granite was used to
build the foundation of the Draper
factory offices in Hopedale in 1889
and for many houses in town. This
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quarry also supplied the granite for
the completion of the Milford Music
Hall in 1880, located on the corner
of Main and Pine Streets, and for
Memorial Hall in 1884 situated at
the corner of School and Spruce
Streets.

In 1888, Joseph B. Brancroft
bought out Mr. Fred Swasey’s, in-
terests and by late 1901 a New York
firm bought it. The Milford Granite
Company now became known as the
Milford Quarry Company. J. B.
Richardson, Harry Stone and
George Sibson comprised the board
of officers. As it was common prac-
tice for contemporaries to name a
quarry after its forman, this quarry
was generally known as Sibson’s
Quarry. This company furnished the
stone for numerous buildings and
houses in Massachusetts, the
Museum of Art in Brooklyn, New
York, and the Carnegie Library in
Ashland, Massachusetts. In 1904,
the quarry went into receivership,
and by 1905, the property was
purchased by Peter Ross, who then
sold it and other quarry land to the
Webb Pink Granite Company.

Among the first of the new
generation of granite men was
Timothy Shea. He was a sub-
contractor on the building of
Memorial Hall. In 1886, he was the
superintendent of the newly es-
tablished Milford Pink Granite
Company on East Main Street.
Around 1887, he purchased quarry
land on Cedar Street. This site,
known as Haskel’s, is divided by
Route 495 where it intersects with
Route 85. Work was brisk with
numerous orders. The Shea quarry
had in operation two 72-foot
wooden derricks with a 25-ton car-
rying capacity, the largest of their

kind in town at that time. Shea’s fur-
nished granite for the Longfellow
Associates Library in Cambridge,
and the Odd Fellow Building in
Waltham. In 1888 he purchased
another tract of land, west of the
Norcross Brothers’ quarries and
near the Hopkinton line, the so-
called “Claflin Ledge.”

Increased business demands in
1897 necessitated the building of a
new 800-foot spurtrack in the quar-
ry area to connect his two quarry
sites. However, later on in this year,
Mr. Shea, for unexplained reasons,
auctioned his personal property. In
1898, Shea’s quarry was contracted
to provide granite for the Hopedale
Memorial Church and the Univer-
salist Church on Pine Street. The
Darling Brothers’ Quarry Com-
pany, located across from the Pine
Grove Cemetery, merged with
Shea’s firm in 1900 to form the Bay
State Granite Company. Darling
Brothers commenced its quarrying
business by purchasing the Rocky
Woods granite quarry in August of
1890. They immediately modernized
the site by the installation of a new
polishing machine and an engine
from the factory of E. Kendall of
Cambridgeport, which at the time
was the largest in the country.

The company furnished granite
for a turntable and round-house for
the Boston and Albany railroad at
Cottage Farm, and it supplied
granite for the Rhode Island Hos-
pital Trust building. Also numer-
ous buildings in New York and
Philadelphia were built with granite
from this quarry.

In May of 1891, quarrying opera-
tions ceased because of a crippling
strike and lockout which closed all
the Milford quarries until 1894. As a



result, in February of 1892, the
business failed. The property was
sold to the White Granite Company
of New York, which attempted to
reopen as a ‘“free yard.” However,
because of union pressure, the
strikebreakers honored the current
strike and the quarry remained
closed.

Old company records show the
company was in operation again in
1897 with a contract for two im-
mense watering troughs at Water-
town. The company continued in
business until 1900.

Articles of agreement were signed
in March, 1900, by representatives
of the Draper Company of Hope-
dale and the Darling Brothers of
Worcester. The result was a con-
solidation of the Darling Brothers’
interest, the Shea Pink Granite
Company, which was now owned by
George Draper, and the Milford
Pink Granite Company. Also the
Damerall Brothers business and the
Keefe quarry, both adjacent to the
Cedar Street quarries, were soon ac-
quired. Now known as the Bay State
Pink Granite Company, this new
firm had control and ownership of
800 acres of valuable quarry land
between Cedar and East Main
Streets. Newspaper accounts from
the period, however, still listed the
quarries by their former names.

One of the first problems facing
the new company was a strike over
wages and hours, but settlement
came about quickly as all the quarry
owners yielded and granted a 35-
cent minimum raise for an eight-
hour day. The Bay State Pink
Granite Quarry continued in busi-
ness until 1905 when it was merged
to become part of the Milford Pink
Granite Quarries.

The earliest newspaper story on
the Milford Pink Granite Company
appears in the June 13, 1888, edition
of the Milford Journal. The firm is
mentioned as being located on East
Main Street at the site recently
known as Dodds Quarry. The story
concerned one of the strikes which
were to be common to the local
granite industry. A spokesman,
Timothy Shea, states *‘. . . it (the
strike) may affect adversely the pro-
ject of opening up the quarry . ..”
The company survived the strike
and ultimately led Milford to the
forefront of the granite industry.
The firm was owned by Woodbury
and Leighton of Boston.

From 1888 on, the company was
constantly involved in expansion. It
had two quarry sites, one located on
East Main Street, the East quarry,
and the other on Cedar Street, the
West Quarry (now commonly refer-
red to as Haskel’s). By 1890, a new
40-foot cutting shed was added;
blacksmith shops and a new steam
locomotive were added in 1893. In
the following year new sheds were
built, and further expansion was
made of the yard tracks to new sites.
Since the company was located near
the main line of the Boston and
Albany Railroad, two spur lines
were built across East Main Street
to the cutting yards in order to
facilitate shipping. These lines and
other railbeds are still discernible to-
day throughout this area.

Records of the Milford Pink
Granite Company reveal a long list
of most notable building achieve-
ments. In 1888, the firm had the
contract for the Public Library
building in Boston. (In the early
1970’s the quarry was re-opened by
Castelluci Construction Company

of Providence to supply the granite
for an addition to the building.) In
the 1890’s the firm provided the
granite for the Boston Chamber of
Commerce building; the Eliot
Church at Newton, Massachusetts;
the Cullum Memorial building at
West Point, New York; and the sub-
way station in Scully Square and
Adams Square in Boston. In 1898,
the Milford quarry supplied the
granite for the Cleveland, Ohio,
Citizens Bank; for this project
workers quarried the largest pillar
ever to be cut from Milford granite.
It was a huge shaft measuring 28 feet
in height and 4 feet, 9 inches in di-
ameter. It was cut from a block
weighing 1,000 tons. Many fine
mansions throughout the country
used granite from this quarry.

In October of 1900, the newly
formed Bay State Pink Granite
Company secured the Milford Pink
Granite Company’s properties for a
stock interest in the new company.
All of these companies continued to
operate under their former names.
Milford Pink Granite Company
now controlled over 1,800 acres of
quarry land. One of the first tasks
undertaken was the possible con-
necting of the East Main Street
plant and the plants located on the
Hopkinton road with a spur track.
It is possible that the quarries on
these two streets may have been con-
nected by a set of railroad tracks,
although this has never been docu-
mented. In 1905, the company
merged with Norcross Brothers and
the G.H. Cutting Company under
the name of the Milford Pink
Granite Quarries Company.

Norcross Brothers was another
firm to have a long association with
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Milford and its granite. James A.
and Orlando W. Norcross of
Worcester were the unrivaled build-
ing contractors of the 1880’s. The
Milford Gazette mentions the firms
as early as February, 1884, as having
purchased a portion of the Felton
farm on East Main Street. The
granite was to be used for a new
depot in South Framingham. By
early 1885, this firm acquired quarry
land from William Bartlett, a former
superintendent of the closed Rail-
road Quarry. The owners secured
the contract to furnish the granite
and to build a $2,000,000 Court
House at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
All of the granite came from these
Braggville quarries. Material was
supplied for the stations for the
Boston and Albany Railroad at
Ashland, Wellesley Hills, Chestnut
Hill, Newton Centre, and others,
many of which are still being utilized
by the Massachusetts Transit
Authority; the Holy Trinity Church,
New York; and the Rhode Island
State House.

However, success did not come
easily. In August, 1885, very shortly
after the business started, the
management threatened to close
down the quarry and leave town
because of the overabundance of
saloons between the center of town
and the quarry. A compromise was
quickly reached between the town
and the quarry, and the problem
was temporarily settled.

Norcross Brothers was the first
Milford quarry to introduce an
electric railway system in 1896 as a
move to reduce expenses. In 1905,
Norcross Brothers, along with the
G. H. Cutting Company merged
with the Milford Pink Granite Com-
pany and formed the gigantic con-
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glomerate of Milford Pink Granite
Quarries Company. The G. H. Cut-
ting Company was located in the
Deerbrook section of Milford (now
Fletcher’s quarry). In March, 1901,
Worcester newspapers announced
the formation “of a big granite
quarry,” which was to operate in
Milford. The Cutting & Bardwell
Company had for a number of years
quarried quantities of Milford
granite at Peter Ross’s Deerbrook
quarries, which were well known.
Covering nearly 300 acres, the Ross
quarries were part of the holdings of
Peter Ross, a granite pioneer and
promoter who did more than any
other individual to place Milford
granite in the forefront of building
materials.

The consolidation of the three
big quarries in town, the Milford
Pink Granite Company, Norcross
Brothers, and the G. H. Cutting
Company in 1905, was the pinnacle
of Milford’s granite industry. This
move was necessitated by the desire
to secure the $1.6 million contract
for supplying the granite for the
construction of the Pennsylvania
railroad station in New York City.
Once secured, the company pushed
the quarries to their fullest produc-
tion capacity, employed over 1000
men, and made extensive renova-
tions and modernization to their
quarries.

For a while work progressed
smoothly. As the granite was cut
and readied for shipment, a fac-
simile of the huge depot was made
with wooden blocks to afford the
architects the unique opportunity of
observing their own handiwork and
as an aid to thecutters. Business
practices of the times deferred pay-

ment to the company until the stone
was in place. The deferral of pay-
ments caused a delay in employee
wages. Forced to borrow to meet
expenses, the company eventually
passed into receivership. With cons-
tant strikes, the increasing pop-
ularity of newer and cheaper
building materials and soaring
granite prices, the Pennsylvania
Railroad Station was the last large
project to be quarried locally.

The contract was eventually com-
pleted in 1908. In the mid-1960’s the
Pennsylvania Station was de-
molished. The proud eagles that
adorned the building, cut and
carved by hand by Italian stonecut-
ters, were dumped into New York
Harbor. Only a handful were saved.

In May, 1905, Peter Ross, a
Milford granite contractor, sold his
Deerbrook quarry land to the Mil-
ford Pink Granite Quarries Com-
pany, which had just been formed to
furnish the granite for the Penn-
sylvania Railroad Station. One
month later he promoted a deal for
the organization of a new company
to operate quarries owned by the
Carroll, Reynolds, Hogan, Shippie
and others in the Dilla Street section
of the Rocky Woods. The site more
commonly referred to as Clere’s is
located behind the Shadowbrook
Apartments. The name of the new
corporation was the Webb Pink
Granite Company. This operation
used electricity as a source of power.
Equipment included eight 40-ton
derricks, over a mile of standard
gauge railroad track, a 30-ton
traveling crane and two cutting
sheds, 60 by 300 feet (located on the
Sabatinelli property on Dilla Street).
The company’s power house is still






granite machine shop on Jefferson
Street from where he developed a
granite-cutting machine. His Cedar
Street quarry was the test site for
this invention. King was a designer
of many cemetery memorials and
was considered to be an excellent
draftsman. Mr. King probably
ceased his operations in the early
1950’s.

By 1908 the large combine of the
Milford Pink Granite Quarries
Company went into receivership.
For some time after the disastrous
failure resulting from the Penn-
sylvania Railroad Station contract,
which involved the majority of
Milford’s quarries, the granite in-
dustry remained at a standstill. The
Milford Pink Granite and the G. H.
Cutting Quarries never resumed
operations. Only Norcross at-
tempted to start business again. The
firm opened a new quarry in the
Echo Lake area in Hopkinton and
did a small amount of business for a
few years as the Milford Stone Com-
pany.

The former Pink Granite Com-
pany and Norcross plants were
purchased by George C. Dodds and
Sons Granite Company of Keene,
New Hampshire, in February, 1914.
The company was engaged chiefly in
providing granite for cemetery
monuments. The firm owned the
quarries of the Victoria White
Granite Company of Xenia, Ohio.
In 1918, the firm transformed the
unsightly group of abandoned
buildings and sheds of the former
quarry into an attractive business
property. A new cutting shed, 700
by 60 feet in size was erected, and a
25,000-gallon capacity 90-foot water
tower was built. The new plant in-
cluded 158 acres of granite land,
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connected by over three miles of
steel rail tracks which ran from the
Boston and Albany tracks into the
quarries and then looped back again
to the Boston and Albany main line.
The plant was expected to be ready
for operation by the summer of
1919, to have a payroll of $4,000,
and to employ over 150 people.

On January 31, 1919, a disastrous
fire destroyed most of the newly
completed renovations. The new
shed was destroyed, as was the
engine house with two boilers, the
air compressors, and a stone-
crushing plant. Damage exceeded
$200,000. By 1925, the company was
again in operation. It furnished the
granite for the Connecticut General
Life Insurance building in Hartford
Connecticut. The company con-
tinued in business until the mid-
1950’s. By then, however, the only
work being done was an occasional
piece of granite for monuments or
curbing.

Around 1960, the company was

sold to Castelluci and Sons of

Providence, Rhode Island. The once
thriving business was again turned
into a large scale operation. In 1969,
the new. company removed 40,000
cubic feet of granite from the quar-
ry, much of which was intended for
the new addition to the Boston
Public Library, which was originally
built with pink granite supplied
from this same quarry.

By this time, twentieth century
technology had entered the quarry-
ing industry. In the early days
workers used a half round and
wedge to split the stone, explosives,
and steam drilling saws. The newest
method involved the use of jet

torches burning fuel oil. These
torches allowed granite to becut at a
profit and eliminated stonecutters’
silicosis, the scourge of the early
quarry workers.

In the early 1970’s, Castelluci and
Sons phased out operations at the
quarry. In 1975, the firm revealed its
plans for an industrial park at the
site, but by 1979, nothing had
materialized, and all derricks and
machinery were removed and the
buildings razed. Today access to this
quarry is easily gained by following
the old railroad bed in from Route
16. All that remains are the old
powder house and immense moun-
tains of grout.

Unlike the old Pink Granite Com-
pany and the Norcross quarries,
which had reopened within a few
years after 1908, the Cutting quarry
remained inoperative for a number
of years. Around 1935, the H. E.
Fletcher Company of Chelmsford,
Massachusetts, purchased the quar-
ry. No record of this firm’s quarry-
ing work has been found. It is
known that the company did furnish
the granite for the 1938 addition to
the former Milford High School and
quarried the stone for the United
States Archives Building in Wash-
ington, D.C. In the mid-1950’s, the
quarry fell into disuse; only oc-
casionally did it yield granite for
curbing or cemetery markers. In the
later years, the quarry became a
popular swimming hole and also a
dumping spot for automobiles. The
water is estimated to reach a depth
of 170 feet.

In April of 1931, the old Bay State
Quarry on Cedar Street was sold to
S. Haskel and Sons of Brooklyn,
New York. The Haskel Company
transformed the abandoned quarry



into a fully modernized plant. The
firm completed a new 2,000-foot
spur track extension and erected
new cutting sheds. By this time, the
former Darling Brothers’ quarries
had evolved into two quarry holes,
an upper and a lower (called the
Horse Ledge). Using flood lights,
the company had two shifts working
and eventually added a third shift.
The Haskel quarry furnished the
granite for the Roosevelt Memorial
in New York City.

In 1940 the Haskel and Sons
quarry was shut down, and the
property was disposed of at a
foreclosure auction. Only one per-
son from Milford, the Reverend
Julius Valentinelli of Sacred Heart
parish, was interested in the sale. He
purchased a quantity of rough pink
granite which was used in the erec-
tion of the chapel in the Sacred
Heart Cemetery.

Another quarry located on Cedar
Street was the Massachusetts Pink
Granite Company. Originally oper-
ated by Peter Ross and T. M. Perry,
it was part of what was referred to as
the Ross Quarries. Some confusion
persists to this day as to its exact
location. Some accounts indicate
that it was on the Milford-
Hopkinton town line, and other ver-
sions place it adjacent to the Cutting
quarry. This location was also called
the “Hearing Spot” quarry, but it is
believed that the firm operated from
both sites by the time of its closing.

Theodore Perry and his sons
bought out Peter Ross’ interests in
October of 1903. After refitting the
plant in the following year, the com-
pany furnished the granite for the
Pittsburgh Jail; this contract was
worth $60,000. No other records are
available to show the stonecutting

accomplishments of this firm, and in
1909 the quarry was leased. After a
few more years, the Massachusetts
Pink Granite Company closed down
its operations.

Records indicate existence of
another little-known quarry located
on East Main Street. It was situated
adjacent to the former Dodd’s and
Sons quarry, and to the rear of the
site of the former Ardolino quarry
(known now as Curran’s). Access to
this quarry is gained by following a
long former railroad bed. It is also
believed that Logan and Judge
originally owned this quarry but no
positive proof has been found.
Charles Ardolino, a foreman at the
former Massachusetts Pink Granite
Company, purchased the site
around 1910. In 1912 he supplied
the granite used in the construction
of the Milford Armory. Mr. Ar-
dolino also furnished the stone for
the Erickson Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C., in 1925. However, his
firm soon went out of business,
probably in the early 1930’s.

The quarry known as Quirk’s
ledge has become a swimming hole.
For years after closing, two huge
wooden booms, one of which
towered over the surrounding trees,
were landmarks in the area. The
booms, 90 feet and 70 feet high
respectively, were the last original
vestiges of a great industry. In
August of 1977, they were felled by
salvagers attempting to collect the
massive metal plates attached to
them. With this act of vandalism,
the last memorial to the granite in-
dustry passed into history.

Prior to the rapid expansion of
the local quarries, most workers
were restricted to working in Mil-

ford’s large boot and shoe industry.
But as business began picking up,
there was a demand for more skilled
stonecutters. A floodtide of im-
migration in the mid-1880’s,
coupled with George Draper’s ser-
vice as ambassador to Italy, placed
just such stonecutters in Milford
and greatly enlarged its Italian com-
munity. With the hope of a better
life, whole families, which for
generations had worked the quarries
of northern Italy, settled in the
Plains section of town. Although
they were strangers in a new land,
they were right at home in the quar-
ries. They knew the way of a seam
and how to take advantage of a rift,
an obscure microscopic cleavage in
the granite which greatly eased the
work of cutting. It is estimated that
more than a million and a half tons
of granite were taken from the quar-
ries. However, the granite industry
was more than just the quarrying of
stone to Milford. It was people. It
was an industry shared by all
nationalities and religions, Irish,
Italians, Swedes, Catholics and
Protestants, who worked side by
side, lugging and lifting, sharing
together in the pride of their work.
The granite industry was a rough,
tough, competitive one, and it was
beset by problems which affected
both the workers and the owners. A
combination of factors, bitter winter
weather, a series of strikes with
resultant loss of contracts, and
modern technology finally forced
the companies to shut down the
quarries.

Structures and monuments con-
structed of local granite can be
found near and far; and wherever
they are, they serve in every sense as
memorials to Milford and its beau-
tiful pink granite.
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Education

Education is a vital part of any
nation’s progress, and in the United
States we can be especially proud of
our public education system. Like
much of the rest of the country,
Milford, after a slow start, pro-
gressed systematically in meeting the
educational needs of its community.

Adin Ballou, the person respon-
sible for many innovations in our
public school system, wrote the
History of the Town of Milford. In
this work, Ballou noted that there
was no positive evidence of a single
schoolhouse within the boundaries
of Milford at the time of its incor-
poration. However, Ballou men-
tioned that one of the earliest
schools in Milford was on Tyler
Street.

In the early years of Milford’s
history, the only schools that existed
were private schools, .usually housed
in private residences. One of the
earliest of these was probably
located in what is now the town of
Hopedale. The schoolmaster, Alex-
ander Scammell, was later to be an
adjutant general who died for the
cause in 1781 in Washington’s Con-
tinental Army. This particular
schoolmaster was evidently a well-
liked person. From his research,
Ballou reveals that Alexander Scam-
mell was a paragon and a star of the
first magnitude who was wor-
shipped by his pupils.

The earliest schoolhouse in Mil-
ford was near the junction of Spruce
and Congress Streets in the first
district. Around 1882 it was moved
to the west side of Purchase Street, a

little north of the George Howe
place, which was right on the bend
starting up Purchase Street. Between
1800 and 1810, a school was built on
the site where the present Purchase
Street fire barn now stands, Adin
Ballou taught in this school from
1824 to 1828.

Ballou makes references to teach-
ing in this school when he first came
to town, and he notes how each
child wanted to sit near the stove
and put the wood on so as to be
close to the only warm spot in the
schoolhouse. It was the school-
master’s duty to come to school ear-
ly enough to light the fire before the
children came.

Several schoolhouses were built
around 1832. The only school that is
left from this era is the brick school
on Purchase Street. This school land
was given to Milford by Joshua Ball
on July 4, 1832, with the stipulation
that this land could be used for a
school only if the privy were not
built on the north side. The reason
for this was that the donor’s home
was just north of this school.

The school, measuring 31 by 24
feet, cost the town $524. It was in
continual use until the early 1900’s.
In 1837, the Deer Brook School was
built on Cedar Street. The town
purchased this land from John Hero
for $10. This building is now a
private home.

The Milford Academy, primarily
a secondary school, was established
in 1828. Milford residents wanted to
provide their children with a higher
education, and the only possible
way to do this was to send the
children to schools outside of

Milford. The Milford Academy thus
provided private higher education
for those children who were finan-
cially able to attend. The Academy
itself was in operation for only thir-
teen years, however, as it was sold to
School District 3 in Milford for $825
in 1841. Interestingly enough, the
town bought the old Academy from
the school district in 1845 for
$1,500.

In the early history of our nation,
the most educated persons were
traditionally the clergymen. The
Protestant clergymen prior to and
after Milford’s incorporation were a
good source of teachers. The
Reverend Ballou himself offered
private instruction in the early
1800’s.

The Reverend David Long and
the Reverend Jacob Frieze were also
involved in teaching students on a
private basis. Many of the pupils of
these teachers later became promi-
nent townspeople. Not everyone
was allowed to attend these schools;
the pupils, carefully selected by the
school masters, usually came from
prominent families who could af-
ford the fees.

It is very difficult to ascertain ex-
actly where the private schools were
located. These small schools con-
sisted of no more than a half-dozen
students receiving instructions from
a clergyman or some other educated
person in the town.

In the early 1830’s, Catholicism
was just beginning in Milford with
the migration of few families from
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Municipal
Services

Fire Department

Since 1780, Milford has never
lacked a united body of fire fighters
even though the first groups were
only bucket brigades. However, as
early as 1820, Seth P. Carpenter,
called Father of